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MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY OF PAYETTE COUNCIL MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 6, 
2006, AT 7:00 P.M., IN CITY HALL, 700 CENTER AVENUE, PAYETTE, IDAHO. 
 
MAYOR DOUG HENDERSON CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER. 
 
Pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Georgia Hanigan, Mark Heleker, Vallery Klitch, Ivan Mussell, Lee Nelson and Jeff 
Williams were present. 
 
MINUTES: Councilman Heleker moved to approve the meeting minutes of January 17, 2006, as 
written.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Williams and passed by a unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
BILLS AND PAYROLL: Councilman Williams moved to approve bills and payroll in the amount of 
$291,137.21 and that checks be drawn to pay the same.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Nelson and passed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
SENECA FOODS UPDATE: Mayor Henderson reported a conference call with Sage, Seneca and 
city staff was held last week and the project is moving ahead smoothly.  
 
FINAL PLAT AND IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT - Duane Gowland: Duane Gowland, 244 
North Iowa Avenue, was present.  Councilman Nelson moved to approve the final plat and 
improvement agreement for Gowland Subdivision as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Mussell and passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - Ron Wrest: Ron Wrest, Payette County Office of Economic 
Development, told the Council about some new businesses coming into town and some businesses 
that are expanding.  He thanked the Council and Mayor for all of their hard work and looks 
forward to continuing the partnership. 
 
SEVENTH AVENUE NORTH PROJECT PAYMENT: Councilwoman Hanigan moved to approve 
the progress payment to Toothman Orton Engineers in the amount of $930.58 for the 7th Avenue 
North project.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Heleker and passed by a unanimous roll 
call vote.  Mayor Henderson suggested that any payments under $3,000 on this project not be 
brought to the Council for approval any longer.  The Council agreed with this practice.  
 
SEVENTH AVENUE NORTH PROJECT (tabled): Councilman Williams moved to remove the 
item off of the table.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Heleker and passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Henderson said he will be meeting with Representative Denney and 
the Director of ITD this week to discuss the traffic control situation at the intersection of 7th 
Avenue North and Highway 95 and the stalling of the 7th Avenue North Project.  He asked that the 
Council not take any action.  Councilwoman Klitch moved to place the item back on the table.  
The motion was seconded by Councilman Mussell and passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
APPOINTMENT TO LIBRARY BOARD: Mayor Henderson offered Anne Hanigan for appointment 
to the Library Board to complete the term running through 2008.  Councilwoman Klitch moved to 
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approve the appointment of Anne Hanigan.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Mussell and 
passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
APPOINTMENT TO URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT COMMISSION: Mayor Henderson offered 
Andy Kirkendall for appointment to the Urban Renewal District Commission.  Councilman Heleker 
moved to approve the appointment.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Klitch and 
passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
PRELIMINARY PLAT - Wayne Uehlin, Replat of Blocks 4 and 5: Wayne Uehlin, owner,  and 
Walt Neitz of Associated Land Surveyors were present.  They asked for three waivers to city 
requirements: 

1.   The length of Lisa Court is 520' and city code allows for 400'. 
2.   The length of Kelly Drive is 1400' long and city code states loop 
 streets can be a maximum of 1,000'.   
3.   Rolled curb with a swale area and the sidewalk placed farther back rather than the 
vertical curb, gutter and sidewalk currently required.  

The City Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the requests and recommended the Council’s 
approval.  These waivers were also reviewed by the department heads and they approved of 
them.  The length of the cul-de-sac is fine because there is ample room to turn around at the 
radius.  The loop street was addressed with a 40' dedication for an emergency secondary access.  
The rolled curb and swale is a new concept and it allows for on-site water retention and alleviates 
shoveling snow off the sidewalks.  After Planning and Zoning’s review it was discovered that some 
of the lots in the front  are too narrow, however they fan out towards the back and meet the 
square footage requirement.  City Clerk, Kellie McCombs, said the lot frontages were not brought 
up at Planning and Zoning and she was not sure if the plat would have to go back for them to 
review.  City Attorney, Bert Osborn, said it didn’t have to go back because there have been no 
reductions in lot sizes to the plat since their review and recommendation.  There was a question 
about the secondary access which runs from Iowa Avenue for foot traffic and for use as the 
emergency access.  The plat shows the access, but ownership of the area up to the access needs 
to be clarified and if necessary, access obtained.  Culverts under driveways were addressed and it 
was decided that they would need to be placed at the engineers discretion as the project 
progresses.  Councilwoman Klitch moved to approve the preliminary plat with the waivers and the 
resolution of the access from Iowa Avenue.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Heleker 
and passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
COUNCIL DISCUSSION REGARDING PENDING LEGISLATION - Vallery Klitch: A letter to 
Senator Monty Pearce and Representatives Lawerence Denney and Clete Edmunson was drafted 
opposing house bill 485, Public Infrastructure Improvements.  The Association of Idaho Cities had 
also written a position paper on the proposal and outlined their reasons for opposition.  Both were 
discussed by the Council.  Councilwoman Klitch asked for the letter to be signed if there were no 
opposition to it.  Councilman Williams had some questions about the HB 485 and there was some 
general discussion.  It was decided the letter should be signed by the Mayor and mailed. 
 
COUNCIL UPDATE - Georgia Hanigan: Councilwoman Hanigan attended a meeting in Indian 
Valley about the Connect Idaho project.  The information she gathered estimates approximate 
cost for part of the project at over $100 million to build a highway 30 miles between 2 existing 
highways and an adverse effect on local economies with the new highway bypassing communities 
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like Payette.  When the bill was passed lawmakers were assured each section of the project would 
be reviewed by them and that is not the way it has turned out.  She said the money the state 
wants to spend on the project could be better spent throughout the state.   Councilwoman 
Hanigan said she would write a letter in opposition of the project and send it if the Council was 
okay with the idea.  City Attorney, Bert Osborn, encouraged the Council and Mayor to send a 
letter.  She said she will follow through and have the letter sent.  
 
WATER BASE RATE - Ordinance consideration: The Council received a City of Weiser 
ordinance addressing billing property owners for water when the house is vacant.  There was a 
discussion about what our base rate for water should be.  The last rate study was completed by 
Dave Flesher of USDA Rural Development in 2004.  Doug Argo, City Engineer from Holladay 
Engineering, said he could take a look at our rates and see if they are in line with what they should 
be. 
 
UTILITY BILLING PROGRAM - Discussion: The staff has been in contact with Billing 
Document Specialists regarding outsourcing the monthly utility bill printing and mailing.  City 
Clerk, Kellie McCombs, said the cost would be about $1300 a month and currently it costs around 
$900 for in-house processing on a post card.  An electronic file would be sent to BDS and they 
would print and fold the statement and mail it with a return envelope.  The bill would be 8-1/2" x 
11" and gives room to include City information on the bill as well.  The City would also be able to 
mail inserts for 2 cents each and the overall bill would look much more professional.  In addition, 
the post office has been contacting other cities and having them discontinue their use of post 
cards.  Councilwoman Klitch moved to allow the office staff to utilize the services as described.  
The motion was seconded by Councilman Williams and passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
BILLBOARDS IN TOWN - Discussion: Mayor Henderson said he would like the Council to follow 
the example of surrounding areas by placing a moratorium on full size billboards in town.  
Councilman Mussell moved to place a 120 day moratorium on billboards in the City limits.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Heleker and passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: The Council received written, but no oral reports.   
 
ADJOURN: Councilman Heleker moved to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Klitch and passed by a unanimous voice vote.  The meeting ended at 8:27 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                  
            

          Douglas E. Henderson, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:                                                       
              Kellie McCombs, City Clerk       


