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MINUTES 
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
March 16, 2009 

 
7:00 Regular Meeting 
 
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Henderson in 
the City Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue. 

 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Ivan Mussell, Lee Nelson, Les Cochran, Mark Heleker, 

Georgia Hanigan 
 
Members Absent: Jeff Williams was excused 
 
Also Present: Jeff Sands, Fire Chief; Doug Argo, City Engineer; Mary Cordova, City 

Coordinator/Clerk; Tiffany Howell, Utility Clerk; Bert Osborn, City Attorney; Randy 
Schwartz, WWTP Supervisor; Rob Woyak, Water Superintendent; Captain Dave 
Platt  

 
PLEDGE 
 
Mayor Henderson led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Heleker moved and Mussell seconded a motion to approve 
the meeting minutes of 2/17/09 and 3/2/09 as written. 
 

              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS & PAYROLL 
 

A motion was made by Cochran and seconded by Hanigan to      
approve the City Bills & Payroll in the amount of $172,890.83. 

 
             At the roll call: 
             Ayes: Nelson, Mussell, Cochran, Heleker, Hanigan 
             Nays: 
 
            The motion CARRIED. 

 
SPECIAL ORDERS 
A. Arbor Day Proclamation 

 
Mayor read the following proclamation into the record: 
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Whereas, In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board 
of Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting 
of trees, and 

 
Whereas, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the 

planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska, and  
 
Whereas,  Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the 

world, and  
 
Whereas,  trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind 

and water, lower our heating and cooling costs, moderate the 
temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and provide 
habitat for wildlife, and  

 
Whereas,  trees are a renewable resource giving up paper, wood for our 

homes, fuel for our fires and countless other wood products, 
and 

 
Whereas,  trees in our city increase property values, enhance the 

economic vitality of business areas, and beautify our 
community, and  

 
Whereas,  trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and 

spiritual renewal,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I  Douglas E. Henderson, Mayor of the City of  Payette, Idaho, 
do hereby proclaim April 24, 2009, as Arbor Day in the City of Payette, and I urge 
all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect our trees and 
woodlands, and,  
 
Further,  I urge all citizens to plant and care for trees to gladden the 

heart and promote the well-being of this and future 
generations.   

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
None Heard. 

 
PLANNING & ZONING 
None Heard. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 None Heard. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
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A. Portia Club Community Survey Results 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
A. Engineer’s Report 
B. Treasurer’s Monthly Report of Expenditures and Revenue 
C. Public Works Update 

 
Rob Woyak stated that Tuesday morning, March 10, 2009 at 12:30 am we 

received a call from the Sheriff’s office that there was water coming up out of the ground on 
Highway 52. One of my guys went up there and noticed that there was water coming out of 
the ground along the edge of the road heading down South 18th St., and going over the 
road and into the canal. We got up there, got the valves shut off, got one section of pipe 
isolated, and another section of pipe started leaking on the other side of the valve that we 
just shut off; which means we had to find another valve. We shut the valve off and isolated 
the two sections and decided that there was something wrong, this should not have 
happened. We started checking pressures on the hill, and in our process of elimination we 
found that there were two pressure reducing/sustaining valves that failed. One failed first 
which caused the second one to fail, which resulted in some people down on the 300 block 
of North 20th St. having 160 pounds of pressure. As we started trying to get stuff shut down 
and re-route the water in a different path through the City to get people water, they didn’t 
have pressure. I think at the worst point some people had five pounds of pressure, and that 
would have been at the top of Hughes Drive. We still maintained, and did the best we could 
to keep the water going. In that process we started repairs on the pipe, Ray and I were 
doing pressure checks and re-routing water, while the rest of my crew started digging. By 
about 5-5:30 in the afternoon we had both pieces of pipe repaired, and we started getting 
water and a little more pressure to the people on the hill.  

I have to say my crew did not quit, they did not break, they did not take lunch, 
and I am very proud that I have those guys working for me. The valves were approximately 
37 years old and they need to be replaced. We are in the process now of replacing them. I 
have three valves on hand at the shop that I bought last year for just this occasion. 
Unfortunately, they were put in back in 1973, and for us to replace that, it is going to take 
some work. There is nothing to isolate them, and it is a danger to put someone down in the 
hole where if a valve blows off it will kill them.  

Between Holladay Engineering and I, we will get them changed out one at a time, 
and we will be back operating again. As Mike Holladay stated “They did not know a lot 
about pressure reducing, or pressure sustaining valves in 1973.” We met with Mr. Holladay 
and the Mayor on Friday, and we have a plan hammered out, and we are going to attack it, 
and make sure this does not happen again. I also have coming, a pressure relieve valve 
that I will put down somewhere on the lower end of the system, that had the highest 
pressure so no one will ever get bombarded with high pressure. It’s not going to be an easy 
task, but we are up to it.  

Councilor Cochran stated that he had spoken with Mr. Woyak, and he found out 
the pressure problem started on Friday, but didn’t manifest itself for about two days. Mr. 
Woyak stated that Larry Dove, a Payette resident, had noticed a problem on Friday. 
Councilor Cochran stated that he thought that was a pretty good indication that our water 
system is in pretty good shape to hold that much water pressure over that length of time.  

Councilor Mussell asked Mr. Woyak if the road on Highway 52 had been 
damaged at all. Mr. Woyak stated that no, we were very lucky that the water line was about 
five feet off the edge of the road.  

Mr. Woyak stated that he would also like to mention that the office staff did a 
great job on fielding questions, and keeping people off our backs, because it was hectic for 
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a while. They did a great job calling us and getting updates, and then relaying that onto the 
citizens. I only had one irate guy come by about three or four times asking when the water 
will be back on. I would like to say we did it all ourselves, but we had the street department 
help us out with trucks, the office fielded questions, and that just goes to show you what 
team work can do.  

 
CITIZENS COMMENTS  

 
Councilor Heleker stated that one of his staff members came to school spreading 

lots of positives about the City of Payette. He had some sulfur smell going on, and was 
really panicking about it, and I believe it was Rob that was at the residence and dealt with 
the smell and took care of that for him. He came back to school saying “we have the 
smartest, most on top of it, best to work with water department in the United States”, so 
that was great to hear that going around the teachers room. So I would just like to 
commend them.  

 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 
 Because of the wonderful fun we had with the water last week it occupied a lot of the 

time of the primary players that were to meet to finalize our new water infrastructure 
ordinance. That has been bumped once again, but it will not get bumped again. It will 
be ready for the next meeting. We will have it ready for review a week before so 
people can review it before the public hearing.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

    
      A motion was made by Heleker and seconded Cochran 
      by to adjourn. 
 

After a unanimous voice vote, the motion CARRIED, and 
the Council adjourned at 7:15 PM. 

 
     Signed this ______day of ____________, 2009. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
      DOUGLAS E. HENDERSON, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Mary Cordova, City Clerk 


