MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Special Council Meeting
March 24, 2020

5:30 PM - Special Meeting
A special meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Williams
in the Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mayor Williams, Mike Kee, Kathy Patrick, Kahlia Morin, Daniel Lopez, Ray
Wickersham and Lori Steiniker via web

Members Absent:  None

Staff Present: Mary Cordova; John Plaza, Chief of Police, Gary Marshall, Captain; Steve
Castenada, Fire Chief: Bobbie Black, Deputy City Clerk and Dan Chadwick,
City Attorney via web

AGENDA ITEMS

1.

Discussion of City Response to COVID-19 - Mayor stated we are here today to inform the
Council of what we have been doing and where are we going. He stated there are some
reasons to do an emergency declaration and resolution. It is a tool for funding and directs
staff on procedures. Mayor stated we have created a tiered response and we are at tier one
and will stay there until there is a confirmed case in Payette. He stated the Library has
closed all programs and doors to the public. We are currently not allowing someone to
reserve our city parks, this doesn't stop someone from having a picnic. The restrooms in the
parks have been closed and the pool has been closed until the CDC gives us the clearance
to reopen. Mayor stated we might decide not to hold public hearings in the future. There
most likely will be people showing up to testify. Lopez stated he understood we were doing
written testimony. Cordova stated the County has canceled their Planning & Zoning
meetings. It is not the same as being there to give testimony, people are very passionate on
agenda items. Lopez asked if we could look at a larger venue, he doesn't want us to stop
commerce due to this virus. Kee stated it is irresponsible to hold a public event with a lot of
people. Mayor stated he doesn't know if we would be ready to have a zoom meeting and
have the public speak during the meetings. Cordova stated we will be ready.

Mayor stated if a department head had an employee that went somewhere that could of got
infected, the department head should have the authority to send them home. Chadwick said
you would go ahead and pay them due to the Family First Act. The Federal government
could reimburse up to 80 hours. You have to quarantine them to qualify to receive money.

He feels you should put the resolution in play and that is what other local governments are
doing right now. Mayor asked if you can send non-essential employees home with pay.
Chadwick stated yes and you can use your own resources. Mayor stated if we do get a case
we would close doors at City Hall and be on the phone only. Council meetings would be held
remotely. Steiniker stated she has heard there are confirmed cases in Ontario, does that
impact how we will move forward with this. Patrick stated the Governor and Payette County
has declared a state of emergency. Chadwick stated the Mayor has the authority to declare
an emergency and it has to be confirmed within seven days by the City Council. Since he
hasn’t declared and emergency, the resolution includes the emergency declaration and it has
a 90-day limitation in it that can be changed. Lopez asked how the sewer department is
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handling the extra baby wipes, Cordova stated we put a notice out to the public about only
flushing toilet paper.

2. Resolution #2020-03 — Emergency Declaration
Mayor stated there has been several versions and the last one is suggestions from our City
Attorney, adding Section 3V.

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Patrick to approve Resolution #2020-03 — Emergency
Declaration by the Mayor & Payette City Council pursuant
to Idaho Code Section 46-1002 related to the Pandemic
caused by the Spread of COVID-19 as presented.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Lopez, Morin, Wickersham, Steiniker, Patrick and
Kee

Nays: None

Motion CARRIED

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor asked the Chief of the Police and Fire Chief for comments regarding their departments.
Castenada stated they have been in contact with people that have been tested but haven't
received the results yet. He stated they do not respond to calls with symptoms or breathing
problems and might change that soon. He might cease all medical until this passes. Our
number one job is fighting fire and can't fight fire if we are all sick. Plaza stated they are
operating as normal. They have been decontaminating everything all the time. Castenada
stated there are no gowns or masks for his people, he did go with the County on purchasing a
pallet of sanitization wipes. Patrick asked if can use the cloth masks that are being made and he
stated no. Mayor stated there are a lot of things happening behind the scenes; call if have any
questions that need to be answered. Lopez asked would it not be more responsible to only
respond for life and limb. Castenada stated that is where they are headed. Mayor stated that is
his call. Wickersham stated the first Payette case has been confirmed. Chadwick stated the
most updated information is https:/coronavirus.idaho.gov, and Southwest District Health will be
one of your best information resources. All the cites in the county have declared an emergency.
Andy Creech is our contact for Payette County. Cordova stated our Police and Fire Departments
are in constant contact with the County. We are trying to keep everyone updated through our
Web page and Facebook page and be proactive. Kee stated he looks at the website every day, if
we are getting e-mails from Payette County, he would like to have that information..

The Council took questions from the public on the web site and addressed the questions. Lopez
asked is it our authority to lock down our citizens and asked the Mayors opinion. Kee wanted to
be clear, City Hall is closed, we are at Tier 2, all employees that can will work remotely will and
non-essential employees will probably not be coming in and will be left up to department heads.
Cordova stated we have discussed what is essential for the public, we will bring to Council
meeting on what services might be affected and how do we handle it. We would like the
concurrence of the Council if we have to send employees home to be safe and we pay them.
Patrick stated she has in issue with paying people that are not working, other businesses can’t
do that. Mayor stated some people can work from home. Kee stated if we are vulnerable then
we need to take extra precautions with them. Kee stated he would disagree with Patrick on not
paying employees. Lopez stated he does have a problem with paying people that are not
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working. Maybe offering more sick leave. Castenada asked if one of his guys was told to
quarantine, what happens. Black stated the Family First Act would take over beginning April 2.

Chadwick stated you might have to pass an emergency ordinance that gives more authority to
protect the public health.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Patrick and seconded by Morin to
adjourn.
After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the
motion CARRIED, and the Council adjourned 6:45 PM.
Signed this_(6*  day of April 2020.
e N
ayof Jeffrey T. Williams
ATTEST:
Bobbie Black
Deputy City Clerk
Page 3

Special Council
03-24-2020



