MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

May 5t 2025

REGULAR MEETING — 5:30PM
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:.  Mayor Lopez, Ray Wickersham, Kathy Patrick, Mike Kee, Lori Steiniker
Jim Franklin, and Bobbie Black

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator/Clerk; Randal Yates, Captain of Police;
Jamie Couch, Streets Supervisor; Kevin Petty, WWTP Supervisor; Jake
Hurst, Water Supervisor; Lexi Page, Pool Manager; Steve Castenada, Fire
Chief, Sage Mitchell, Administrative Assistant and Sarah Skelly, Mayors
Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jamie Couch.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
Jeff Williams gave credit to Councilor Black for research and help with the write up from the
previous meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Kee to
approve the Regular Minutes of April 215, 2025 with
corrections of:

Changing the date of the meeting from April 7" to 215,
Spelling and grammar errors on multiple pages.
Putting in a discussion about the health insurance.

Ayes: Franklin, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham
Nays: Black and Kee

The motion CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

Councilor Black asked about the charges to FMTC for new phones if they were needed. Mayor
Lopez explained the lack of long distance in the PD mainly sparked the change and while there
was an install fee for the phones there is possibility of discounted or free phone service included
with franchise agreement.
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Councilor Steiniker asked if the flower basket cost was for downtown and Couch informed her
that yes they were.

Councilor Black also asked about the Idaho Press charges for the surplus property should come
out of the water department and not the admin department, since that is where the money is
going from the sale.

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Black to approve payables in the amount of $218,086.34.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

AGENDA ITEMS

1. Treasure Valley Transit FY26 Budget Request —

Terri Lindenberg spoke to the council about the number of passengers, age ranges and
statistics of the Treasure Valley Transit bus system. She was asking that Payette contribute
$28,000 in the 2026 fiscal year to be equal to the contributions of Fruitland and Payette County.
She explained that there are some grant funding but most comes from the surrounding cities.
She touched on the Senior Center and their benefit from the buses.

Councilor Franklin asked what the percentage of trips to Walmart was and if Walmart would
advertise like FMTC does. Lindenberg explained that they had to set aside one Saturday a
month for Walmart trips due to getting so many groceries on board on other days. Walmart does
not contribute or advertise, despite the efforts to reach out.

Councilor Patrick asked about going into Oregon and Lindenberg explained that Walmart was
the farthest that the Idaho bus system goes and then the passengers need to change to the
Oregon bus system to get around Ontario.

Councilor Steiniker asked about how the transit helps the Senior Center. Lindenberg explained
that 35% of Seniors are using the transit to help get to and from appointments and errands. She
also explained that through grants she has been able to help restore funding for transportation
services for Seniors.

Councilor Kee asked about the numbers for funding and Lindenberg explained that she had split
the grant funding numbers in two. Councilor Kee also asked about the bus that was funded two
years ago, Lindenberg explained there were many delays. Councilor Kee asked about the life
expectancy of that new bus and Lindenberg explained about seven years or 250k miles.
Councilor Kee then asked if the City made cuts to the bus service if they would advertise to get
more funding on the buses and she explained that yes, they would post and try to gather any
funding if lost.

Mayor Lopez asked why Fruitland wants to know the percentage per City break down for
passengers. Lindenberg explained that it comes back to funding and if the percentages per City
vary then possibly, they would want to fund their percentage instead of an equal amount but that
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is not how the system was created 17 years ago with shared funding across the contributing
Payette, Fruitland and Payette County.

2. Payette Soil & Water FY26 Budget Request -

Allen Schmid and Carie Bronson spoke to the council about getting a contribution to their
program. They spoke about how our water and soil is affected and the different projects that
they are working on to better our soil and water. Schmid explained that the State would match
any City contributions. He went into some detail about our Nitrate priority area, source water
protection grants for well testing as private wells are not tested, grants for decommissioning old
wells and partnerships to help get funding for projects.

Councilor Kee asked if they use the grants for operations. Schmid explained that they bring in
the funding to find projects to improve the water and soil quality in the districts. He explained
they had multiple projects on Little Willow. They have been successful in bringing in Section 319
of the Clean Water Act money to help with projects also. They spoke about the county
contributions as well to these projects, as well as State and City contributions.

3. Appointment of Markita Williams to Planning and Zoning -
Williams spoke to the Council about having nine years’ experience in real estate and would like
to put that to use in the community with the Planning & Zoning Commission.

A motion was made by Kee and second was made by
Patrick to appoint Markita Williams to the Planning and
Zoning Commission, term will expire December 31, 2029

At the roll call:
Ayes: Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

4. iWorQ Agreement —

Councilor Black asked about switching the venue to Idaho from Utah, iWWorQ was unable to
complete that request. She also asked about the extra money and if it would be in the next
budget year. Mayor Lopez explained that some would be in this budget year to be able to
update the agreement.

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Steiniker
to approve the iWorQ agreement.

At the roll call:
Ayes: Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin, Kee
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

5. Pay App #2- 20™" St Reservoir- Tapani Inc - $606,727.24 -
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A motion was made by Black and seconded by Kee to
approve pay app #2 for $606,727.24 to Tapani Inc.

At the roll call;
Ayes: Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin, Kee, Patrick
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.
6. Resolution # 2025-07 A RESOLUTION DECLARING RECORDS DESTRUCTION -

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Wickersham
to approve Resolution #2025-07 a resolution declaring
records destruction.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

7. Discussion on City Health Insurance Quote

Mayor Lopez opened the discussion to the department heads to ask about how they and their
employees felt about some of the numbers being shown with possible changes in the City
insurance plans with the possibility of needing to pay some more out of pocket depending on
the changes. Mayor Lopez continued to advocate for the employees throughout the discussion
of insurance plans for the employees.

Couch expressed that he had given the numbers to the employees and they were not sure
about switching. Couch then explained that the Mayor came by and sat down with his
department, talked about any questions and laid out more information with them to show more
of the effect the possible changes could have.

Councilor Kee spoke about budget when it comes to the insurance it affects the money coming
out of the general fund for employee contributions. He spoke more about discussing City health
insurance at the budget meeting. Councilor Kee stated “Look, all we needed was to show the,
you know, the one we were going to considering the Blue Cross and the iiiA. Get it to the
employees and find out how they felt about it. That's what the motion was. The employees don't
vote on the budget.” Councilor Kee later stated “Not that the employee shouldn't know what it
costs and things like that. But, you know, until the council puts a budget together, you can't tell
an employee that their insurance premiums are going to double because you don't know that. |
know the savings that would be, would be. | understand, | know, | understand what you're
saying, but you need to understand what I'm saying. There's no budget that's been put together
showing them that, you know, telling them that the employee and family their rates are going to
double.”

Councilor Steiniker spoke about how in her experience with insurance at the school district
being with a good insurance that is affordable and would save the City money and if needed
getting supplemental insurance for an additional cost. She explained that we need to do what's
best for the City’s financial health but also the employees’ health coverage and benefits.
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DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Police Department — April 2025

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilor Wickersham complimented on the water bills new layout and look to Skelly.

Councilor Kee voiced some concerns about council minutes and agendas having errors and that
they are needing to be proofread more.

MAYORS COMMENTS

Mayor Lopez spoke about the new bids for Bancroft Park being higher than before. He
explained they are working with Chamber of Commerce and there was a possibility of help from
them for extra funding. Mayor Lopez went into more detail about the bids and possibly working
with contractors to see what could be cut without taking too much from the original scope of the
project. Councilor Wickersham explained he is still working on getting a grant for the kiosk
machine to put at the park.

STRATEGIC PLAN

During the strategic planning part of the meeting the Mayor, City Councilors, City Administrator,
and City Department Heads went over some of their goals and projects for the City moving
forward.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
adjourn.
After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 8:17 PM.
Signed this 19" day of May 2025.
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