MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

May 19, 2025

REGULAR MEETING — 5:30PM
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present.  Mayor Lopez, Ray Wickersham, Kathy Patrick, Mike Kee, Lori Steiniker
Jim Franklin, and Bobbie Black

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator/Clerk; Eben & Rachael Masingill, City
Attorneys; Gary Marshall, Chief of Police; Jamie Couch, Streets
Supervisor; Kevin Petty, WWTP Supervisor; Jake Hust, Water Supervisor;
Lexi Page, Pool Manager; Steve Castenada, Fire Chief; Sage Mitchell,
Administrative Assistant and Sarah Skelly, Mayors Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Lopez.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Scott Fitzgerald — 327 S 20" St — Spoke about Mayor Lopez’s Gym and asked if he or the City
paid for the concrete? Mayor Lopez responded he was the one that paid for everything.
Fitzgerald also asked about Bancroft Park and how the City was funding the project and about
how the city had previously funded Central Park. The Mayor responded to his questions that
Central was funded by grants and so will Bancroft.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Franklin
to approve the Regular Minutes of May 5", 2025 with
corrections of:

Terrie Lindenberg — Name corrections/Spelling

Votes on previous minutes- Black and Kee voted Nay on
approving pervious meeting’s minutes

Councilor Kee wanted in Council Comments changed from
complaints to concerns

Spelling correction from Distruction to Destruction

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
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A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Black to approve payables in the amount of $1,050,279.32.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

AGENDA ITEMS

1. Payette Senior Center FY26 Budget Donation —

Kathy Patrick spoke about the Payette Senior Center and asked the Council for a $5,000
donation, for the 2026 budget year. Patrick went on to explain that the Treasure Valley Transit
gives $1165 monthly for bus services to help with transportation of the Seniors around town.
She explained that they are always so grateful for any and all donations, and that they have
plenty of storage in their basement. Patrick also mentioned that the Center does fundraising
events about every 6 months. Patrick explained that any farther trips to like Jackpot or other
destinations that the Seniors pay for fuel, with a minimum amount of people to go to have the
trip happen.

Councilor Black asked if the money from Treasure Valley Transit is only for bus transportation
and Patrick explained that yes, it is. The Transit company helps with grants to secure that
money for the Senior Center. Patrick also explained they have three separate accounts for all
funds for the Senior Center, congregate for food and meals, transportation for the bus, and
activity account for fundraising money.

Councilor Steiniker asked if the Meals on Wheels program was going to get cut? Patrick
explained that there was a possibility of it depending on the President’s decision. Steiniker also
asked about donating to the program to continue to support our seniors. As Patrick explained for
some of these seniors the food delivered is the only meals they have. Patrick also explained
that the Senior Center does a food pantry as well.

Councilor Wickersham asked if the bus money was a grant or federal funded. Patrick explained
that the Transit company helps them secure the grant money.

2. Appointment of Brandon Baumler to the Forestry Commission -

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
appoint Brandon Baumler to the Forestry Commission;
term will expire March 3™, 2028.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

3. Appointment of Allie Bickmore to the Historic Commission —

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Wickersham
to appoint Allie Bickmore to the Historical Commission;
term will expire July 315, 2026.
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After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

4. Appointment of Trudy Keim to the Historic Commission-

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
appoint Trudy Keim to the Historical Commission; term will
expire July 315t 2027.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

5. Appointment of Suzanne Bruce to the Historic Commission-

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Wickersham
to appoint Suzanne Bruce to the Historical Commission;
term will expire July 315t 2028.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

6. Appointment of Barbara Wilson to the Historic Commission-

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
appoint Barbara Wilson to the Historical Commission; term
will expire July 31%t, 2028.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Franklin
Nays: Black

Abstained: Wickersham

The motion CARRIED.

7. Special Event Permit — Music in the Park — July 41"

Ray Wickersham spoke about an event that will be put on through the Chamber of Commerce
possibly in conjunction with the Senior Center. Wickersham explained they are wanting to do
more events like this moving forward. The event will have some music and vendors.

Mayor Lopez asked if there would be alcohol being served at the event. Wickersham explained
that if they do end up having alcohol it will be done through the Double Diamond.

Councilor Black asked Chief Marshall if the alcohol permit is approved and if they are good to
do the catering. Chief Marshall said, “Yes, as long as they get the permits needed.” Councilor
Black also asked to make sure the fee for the special events permit was waived as the Chamber
is a non-profit.

Regular Council Meeting
May 19 2025



A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Black to
approve the special event permit for Music in the Park on
July 4™ 2025.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Black, Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker
Nays: None

Abstained: Wickersham

The motion CARRIED.

8. Amend Shooting Range Policy-

Chief Marshall spoke about the policy changing before his tenure and the main reason for the
change was that there were two keys originally, they would get checked out, then make
duplicate, then there would then be 30 keys floating around. They were unable to know who
was up there. There is now only one key with a flag attached that must be posted at the gate.
Chief Marshall explained that there is a waiver that is to be signed for anyone going to utilize the
facility. Along with our police department, a few local police departments and the County also
use the facility. Changing the policy will benefit the City employees by giving them the
opportunity to use the range.

Councilor Black asked if Chief Marshall has spoken to ICRMP, the City insurance company.
Chief Marshall explained that he had not yet but the previously established policy was
approved, and if changes are to be made then we can have the City Attorney look it over.
Councilor Black asked if the Masingill had looked over the current one, Masingill responded that
he had not but would look it over to make sure it covered all the liability bases.

Councilor Kee stated he had some of the same insurance questions that Councilor Black had
asked. Since the range is a great resource that we have, he also wanted more information on
what liability the City would have if there was an accident. It was stated that the waiver is what
keeps the liability out of the City’s responsibility. Councilor Kee also asked why changing the
policy is needed when there is a public range about 5 miles from this one, and if it is opened to
the City employees why can't it be opened to the public. Chief Marshall explained the County
range has a full-time employee that was able to monitor the coming and going of the people
using the public range. Councilor Kee also asked about guests and the age limit, if there is one
of those that can go with officers and employees.

Masingill responded to some of the questions about wanting to get ahold of ICRMP and have
them look over the waiver to make sure the City was not liable once the waiver was signed by
those using the range. Masingill also explained that it would be a good benefit to offer to our
employees.

Rachael Masingill spoke about the wording in the current waiver and adjusting if needed after
looking over and talking to ICRMP.

Councilor Wickersham spoke about possibly having each person going to the range to have a
sidebar with Chief Marshall to check their gun safety. Chief Mashall went back to talk about the
public range having that ability with a full-time employee but the City’s range doesn’t have that.
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Wickersham also spoke about having the waiver state being responsible for one’s actions along
with guests.

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Black to table
amending the shooting range policy to the next meeting on
June 2™ 2025.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

9. YMCA Feasibility Study Funding —

Mayor Lopez spoke on going to a meeting with the surrounding Cities to talk about the
possibility of a YMCA going into Fruitland. Mayor Lopez stated that the reason for Fruitland is
that they have had 6 acres donated by the Moscrip Foundation as well as ten million dollars
committed to being donated to the project. Mayor Lopez explained it is needed first to do a
feasibility study that will cost $30,000. They are asking each municipality to contribute $5,000 or
find that amount in donations. Mayor Lopez explained he doesn't feel like government
municipalities should be paying for these studies for private entities. Mayor Lopez expressed
that there was some fundraising done at Apple Blossom and there are some businesses that
would like to contribute. Mayor Lopez also explained that right now Fruitland doesn’t have the
water capacity currently to have a YMCA if their bond doesn’t pass.

Councilor Black asked why the community is needing one when Payette, Parma and Ontario all
have pools that can be utilized. Payette already has a pool, Boys and Girls Club that a YMCA
would directly impact, Councilor Black stated it would have effects on our City.

Councilor Wickersham asked about the ten million dollars. The Mayor explained that currently it
is just pledged and has not changed hands. Councilor Wickersham also spoke about our Boys
and Girls Club currently struggling as it stands now. The YMCA would compete directly with
them. Councilor Wickersham also included that YMCAs are expensive to run.

Councilor Patrick explained that from her knowledge YMCA fees are very expensive, being
around $600 a year for a family of four, they are not an affordable option for this community,
while they do offer scholarships using community donations. Councilor Patrick explained we try
to keep our pool and gyms affordable for the community and the YMCA doesn't fit that.

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by Kee
that the City does not participate at this moment but to
advertise to the community if they would like to donate.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

10. Mayor & City Council Benefits Package-
Mayor Lopez explained that removing Mayor and Council insurance from the budget would save
the City around $69,000.
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Councilor Steiniker spoke that she had worked up a spread sheet showing what the City was
currently paying for iiiA and what the cost would be for Regence. Councilor Steiniker also
explained some of the numbers included Council contributing monthly to save the City money
and still continue coverage. Councilor Steiniker also explained that the school board would have
no pay but would have insurance.

Councilor Patrick did not agree that it would be a good idea to take away the pay to keep the
insurance.

Councilor Kee stated that it was a good idea to take away the Council pay and insurance
because he did not run for Council for the benefits. It would also save the City around $106,000
because it would also eliminate Persi, Social Security and other liabilities that come out of their
paychecks.

Councilor Wickersham stated that he believes taking away the benefits would kill the council. He
said that the insurance used to cover families but now it is only council members. Councilor
Wickersham explained that he didn’t feel like future Council members would want to donate
their time with no benefits. He expressed he would like to see more numbers before a decision
was made.
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Steiniker to
table The Mayor and City Council Benefits Package the
next meeting on June 2™, 2025

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

11. City Health Insurance —

Councilor Black asked about getting the insurance numbers from the last five years for an
average percentage of increases of premiums. Councilor Black stated she knew that iiiA had
went up 6.5% average over the last five years, but also wanted the Regence numbers.

Mayor Lopez explained that insurance companies do not have the same numbers across the
board. Mayor Lopez had spoken to Star's Mayor and they were paying close to $1,200 per
employee. He reiterated that not every City is going to be paying the same as the percentage
increases goes off of losses throughout the year. Mayor Lopez said he would have the
insurance broker come to the next meeting to answer questions, if possible.

Councilor Wickersham expressed he wanted to see the budget before making decision on either
of the insurance agenda items.
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Steiniker to
table The City Health Insurance to the next meeting on
June 2™ 2025

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

12. Discussion on Fire Department Fees-
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Mayor Lopez started off by saying that he was looking into other municipalities and found a list
of items that other Fire Departments were charging for. Mayor Lopez then gave the list to Chief
Castenada to look over and see what items we could start charging for that our Fire Department
currently is doing for free.

Chief Castenada spoke about the items on the list and some of the stuff that we currently do
without charging but that other Fire Departments do charge for, such as a driveway inspections
to make flag lots to code.

Councilor Kee asked about access for fire standards. Chief Castenada explained in Urban
Interface Areas they have to make sure they have access and the driveway is safe for Fire
engines, and currently they are not charging for that in the County. Councilor Kee also asked
about the lift assist after hours. Chief Castenada explained that they do about six to seven a
month. Only assisted living facilities would be getting charged due to their understaffing and
rescue needing to go in to help after hours.

Councilor Franklin asked about charging for fire inspection and sprinkler systems. Chief
Castenada explained that there was usually a rough in, then a final and currently we charge
those as a full charge instead of charging if needing to go back multiple times. Chief Castenada
also explained that on bigger properties it will take longer and another guy to help when doing
inspections. Chief Castenada went into more detail about how he has to look over plans from
the State and has to look them over for approval and if there are changes.

Councilor Patrick asked if they would be charging non-profits for inspections, like the Senior
Center. Chief Castenada explained they would not charge non-profits for hood inspections,
alarm systems, etc. The charges would be for franchised companies or privately owned. Chief
Castenada explained they do about 7 in the City annually, which will include inspecting the
hood, exit signs, and fire extinguishers.

Councilor Black asked, “For special events with vendors are we planning to charge $50 and
then $25 after if they already have the inspection sticker from departments around the valley?”
Chief Castenada explained that while they already have the sticker he still has to go out and
inspect their fire skidding, generators, and fuel. For Apple Blossom alone it took six hours to do
all of them. Chief Castenada explained that he would do the first inspection for free but if he is
needed to go back for a corrected violation, he would charge $25 per returning inspection.
Councilor Black also reiterated that non-profits would not be charged and Chief agreed.

Councilor Wickersham expressed that this list from Caldwell’s Fire Department was a good
starting place for our department and can be adjusted as needed.

13. Discussion on FY26 General Fund Budget —

Chief Castenada spoke to the Council about the Fire Department budget, starting with the fire
engines, one is 19 years old and the other is six years. Chief Castenada mentioned that when
doing their annual inspections there were some problems with both such as turbo crack and
shock problems. Chief Castenada explained that the City mechanic can take care of some of
the basic maintenance on the engines that doesn’t corollate directly with Fire, as that needs to
be done by a professional.
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Councilor Kee asked about building maintenance and the cost of running the station. Chief
Castenada explained that there are inspections and costs to running the 500-gallon diesel
generator at the station. Chief also mentioned that he had previously budgeted for a battery-
operated fan it would run about $9,000 but that was moved to another needed part of the
budget. Chief Castenada also explained that when doing their annual hose test it was brought
up that he would be needing about $6,000 for some new hosing to stay up to code. Councilor
Kee later asked about a list of dues and subscriptions to see what each pertain to.

Councilor Black asked about the budget line for salaries, how it was budgeted for $19,961 and
have only used about $4,000 currently. With two more quarters to go Chief explained that their
volunteer numbers are going up and it's coming to the busy season. Chief Castenada explained
they are up to 17 volunteers currently, and with the increasing number it will take more from the
budgeted number. Councilor Black had mentioned the cost of the professional services, which
pertained to the doctor and also asked for a broke down list of expenses to look over.

Councilor Steiniker asked about grants. Chief Castenada explained he has applied already for
eight grants this year.

Chief Marshall spoke on the Police budget. He had lost some of the Police Department grants
such as the body armor grant. The body armor used by the Officers expires every five years and
comes out of the uniform line of his budget. Chief Marshall also talked about new MDT’s
computers as after October 2025 they will no longer be functional.

Councilor Wickersham asked about the need for replacing the body armor, Chief Marshall
explained that it is for general safety for the Officers. Manufactures give the equipment five
years before needing replaced. Councilor Wickersham asked about if the Chief had planned for
a new vehicle. Chief Marshall explained the department does not currently need a new vehicle
and previously he had forgone getting a brand-new vehicle. He could get vehicles with a small
number of miles and purchase three for the price of one new vehicle.

Councilor Kee asked Chief Marshall what the contract services were pertaining to on the
budget. Chief Marshall explained those are for dispatch services and will decrease around
$1,500 this year. Councilor Kee also asked about dues and subscriptions. Chief Marshall
explained that those range from radios to a database to help track down stolen items if pawned.
Chief Marshall explained they had taken out a subscription to Cell Bright which was costing
around $9,000 to be able to access phones but now our PD sends them to Nampa PD. They
pay $180 per phone and it’s returned in around two weeks.

Councilor Black asked about budget line #343 drug enforcement. Chief Marshall explained that
task forces is funded by money from seizures and that money can only be used by that task
force. With that he will be removing #343 from the budget.

Councilor Steiniker asked about the Police cutting the Ordinance Officer currently. Chief
explained that Officer Bumgarner is on light duty and she is currently helping take care of the
dogs when there are some in the kennels. Chief Marshall explained that Patrol Officers are
helping with ordinance calls. He mentioned also that the County has helped make upgrades to
the kennels to be able to utilize them when they get dogs from accidents.
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Councilor Black asked about the budget line for boards & commissions being set at $3,000. This
was explained that it pay commission members. Councilor Black also asked about the
assistance program and why the budget line had more in expenditures than revenue. It was
carried over from previous years to be spent. Councilor Black also wanted to see about moving
discretionary donations to youth programs or American Legion under preference that it goes to
Payette City youth only. Councilor Black also commented on wanting notes to go with each line
item to describe how much each item costs the City. Councilor Black asked about Planning and
Zoning fees and that it has been low this year, it was explained that there hasn’t been many
CUPs and Variances this year.

Councilor Kee asked about the $4,500 that goes to Legislative dues and subscriptions what
type of items that included. It was explained that includes AIC, Zoom, SIF, Black Mountain,
printing, binding, and professional services. Councilor Kee expressed that we should cut
executive donations in half. Councilor Kee asked where elections were in the budget and it was
explained the City no longer handles elections.

Councilor Steiniker asked more about the list of dues and subscriptions. Councilor Steiniker also
asked about the line titled travel meetings and educations. Mayor Lopez explained that is the
trip to the State Capitol, AIC 3-day conference, and other trainings.

Mayor Lopez spoke about some upcoming revenue with changes going into effect such as
Property Taxes going up 3%, franchise fees going up 4%, engineering costs, and building
inspector fees. Mayor Lopez also mentioned the SRO getting paid from the School District once
their budget is finalized in June. There will be an increase to Hardin for franchise fees and he
has been working with them to see about a senior discount. He added that 14% have signed up
for the senior discount for water services at City Hall.

DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Fire Department — April 2025
2. Airport Fuel Sales — April 2025

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilor Franklin gave kudos to Apple Blossom being such a great thing for our City and how
well it did. Councilor Franklin also asked to add an Agenda Item to the next meeting regarding
an Ordinance that declares us as a disadvantaged border community, he mentioned it would be
simple to do and wanted to get with Skelly to get it into the works.

Councilor Steiniker reminded everyone that graduation is Thursday May 22™ at 7pm. Councilor
Steiniker also spoke about the video she worked with Living in the News for the kindergarteners
and senior class, while also helping them exchange gifts with each other.

MAYORS COMMENTS

Mayor Lopez spoke about Apple Blossom and how well it went with all the vendors. He
mentioned that the parade was one of the largest he has seen our City have. Mayor Lopez did
mention that there were some vandalisms to the bathrooms. Mayor Lopez brought up that there
is going to be a meeting with the Engineer for Bancroft Park on June 9" at 10am. The bid has
not been awarded yet. Fruitland is on a hold for building due to water compacity. Mayor Lopez
talked about upcoming improvements to the Airport with possible grants for water services,
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pavement for hangers and taxi lines, as we have increased interest due to Caldwell raising their
prices.

STRATEGIC PLAN

During the strategic planning of the meeting, it was talked about the department heads bringing
to the Council a “Brag” list of accomplishments and goals for the upcoming year to give the
Council more of a behind the scenes of the day-to-day workings of the departments.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 8:32 PM.

Signed this 2™ day of June 2025.

ATTECS;I;_ e

- \\\\\\\‘\mmim,,,,.
N QF.PAy,
{ \ \\\\\\«\l'.',..--“)o ..,,...@)//(;
Sage Mitchell, Administrative Clerk §0\Oo‘?~ /iq))(;\é%
s 7 A\
g /2 % =
ek £
375 QS
2% PSS
Z, ",
D0 JATRENS
gy COUNT W
Mg

10
Regular Council Meeting
May 19™, 2025



