MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

June 2", 2025

REGULAR MEETING - 5:30PM

A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Members Absent:
Staff Present:

Mayor Lopez, Ray Wickersham, Kathy Patrick, Mike Kee, Lori Steiniker
Jim Franklin, and Bobbie Black

None

David Tate, City Administrator/Clerk; Eben & Rachael Masingill, City
Attorneys; Gary Marshall, Chief of Police; Jamie Couch, Streets
Supervisor; Kevin Petty, WWTP Supervisor; Jake Hust, Water Supervisor;
Lexi Page, Pool Manager; Deleice Ward, Library Director; Steve
Castenada, Fire Chief, Sage Mitchell, Administrative Assistant and Sarah
Skelly, Mayors Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Lopez.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Scott Fitzgerald — 327 S 20" St — Fitzgerald brought up that at the previous meeting the Council
and Chief Marshall spoke about the gun range policy, he expressed having the City Attorney
extensively look into the waiver. He then spoke about his own personal experience with an
accident and court proceedings that went on after the accident.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Kee to
approve the Regular Minutes of May 19" 2025 with
corrections of:

Jake Hust — Name corrections/Spelling

“‘Budget” — Spelling Correction

“Capacity” — Spelling Correction

Switching “Accident Signs” to “Exit Signs”

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Patrick to approve payables in the amount of $428,498.50.
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At the roll call:

Ayes: Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

AGENDA ITEMS
1. Pay App #3 — 20" Street Reservoir — Tapani Inc - $337,051.31

A motion was made by Black and seconded by Kee to
approve Pay App #3 for the 20™" Street Reservoir to Tapani
Inc for $337,051.31.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin, Kee
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

2. Discussion on Engineering Review Deposit Fee —

Councilor Kee asked about the fee structure. Mayor Lopez explained that instead of a by the
hour structure that the City previously had for engineering services, this would be set fees for
each aspect of the engineering part of the projects, and a way for the City to be able to collect
up front fees instead of after the work is done.

Councilor Black asked if it's needed to go to a public hearing or just put into a resolution. Mayor
Lopez explained this was a discussion on what to set the fees to then it would need to go as a
resolution before it can get passed and go into effect.

Councilor Steiniker asked how the process has worked in the past. Mayor Lopez explained the
preliminary plat would come to the City, the City gives it to the engineers and the deposit is
collected by the City and then is billed for the additional hours the engineers spend resolving
issues.

Councilor Kee asked for some examples. Mayor Lopez explained that if the preliminary plat cost
is going to be $3,500 then the City would make $1,000 and give $2,500 to Keller. Councilor Kee
asked if they could get more examples from other types of projects and what it would cost the
developers, the City and Keller.

Councilor Wickersham asked if the $1,000 fees that the City would collect would be enough for
staff time? Mayor Lopez explained that the $1,000 would go above and beyond what we are
charging now so that we are able to recoup the cost because historically the City have passed
through the cost.

Councilor Franklin asked about how the City is able to base it on other Cities. Mayor Lopez
explained that the figures presented to the Council are based out of Middleton because Keller is
also their engineers.
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Councilor Kee asked about charging impact fees. Mayor Lopez explained that the fees from the
engineering goes into the general fund and can be spent as the City sees a need, while impact
fees have more strings attached.

3. ORDINANCE NO.1567 AN ORDINACE OF THE CITY OF PAYETTE, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL
CORPEORATION OF THE STATE OF IDAHO; AMENDING THE PAYETTE MUNICPLE CODE
TITLE 2 ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL, CHAPTER 2.04 MAYOR; CITY COUNCIL,
SECTION 2.01.010 SALARIES, ESTABLISHING THE COMPENSATION FOR THE MAYOR
AND COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE CITY OF PAYETTE, REPEASING CONFLICTION
ORDINANCES, PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, PUBLICATION BY SUMMARY,
AND ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATE. — 1%t Reading.

A motion was made by Steiniker and second was made by
Black to introduce Ordinance 1567 by title only.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

Mayor Lopez read Ordinance 1567 by title only.

Councilor Steiniker asked if the ordinance goes into effect in January if that meets the election
requirement deadline? Masingill explained that the Councilors that are currently serving on
Council will keep their compensation package and it has to go into effect 75 days before
elections so that the upcoming Councilors know what they will get for compensation before
elected.

Councilor Franklin asked if the Ordinance would remove insurance from City Council members?
Mayor Lopez explained that yes it would. Councilor Patrick expressed that she is against this
Ordinance as Council members are employees of the City, their insurance and compensation is
all they get.

Councilor Kee expressed that this ordinance can always be temporary, for “not wanting to tie up
future Council members that may really believe that a $3,600 annual salary is what they need to
be a Councilor.”

Councilor Steiniker asked if it was something that could be done as an either-or basis, such as
take the insurance or the $300 a month salary? Mayor Lopez explained that pertaining to the
budget it's hard to configure the money its more of an all or nothing.

Councilor Wickersham asked if it could be put in the budget even if its not spent? Councilor
Wickersham talked about in the past the Council took away insurance for Council family
members and it was then only Council that received the insurance.

Councilor Patrick spoke about waiting until the City has decided on the change of insurance and
the cost difference before putting the ordinance through.

Councilor Franklin spoke about looking into the different packages once a new insurance was
chosen to see how much it can vary for employees and Council members, while still following
certain guidelines.
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A motion was made by Patrick and seconded by Steiniker
to move Ordinance No. 1567 to it's 2" reading.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin,
Nays: Kee

The motion CARRIED.

4. City Health Insurance Switching to a broker vs iiiA —

Councilor Black spoke about when iiiA’s rates would be coming out. Skelly explained that their
rates will be coming out on June 18" and the deadline to cancel with them is June 30",
Councilor Black talked about how she felt that there are so many benefits that employees are
not using with iiiA and that if the City switches, they are unable to go back to iiiA for two years.

Councilor Wickersham explained that when they originally went to iiiA he liked that it was an
insurance company for Cities. How many great benefits iiiA have being the reason the City
switched. In the past the City has had to switch before because it was unsustainable.

Mayor Lopez explained that with leaving iiiA the City will have a rate for the first year, guarantee
no more increase on the second year and if by the third year it looks like the rates with go up the
City can shop around for a different insurance. Councilor Black asked if the employees had
been talked to about going to a broker versus staying with iiiA. Chief Marshall explained that yes
the employees are in favor of looking at a broker because the alternative was the cost out of
pocket for employees going up.

Councilor Kee expressed that he is worried that the City is going to burn a bridge with iiiA by
going to a broker. They switched to iiiA and it saved the City a lot of money at the time. He likes
their customer service but knows it's not worth as much as the City is paying for it.

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Steiniker
to moved forward with using a broker to shop for City
Health Insurance and cancelling iiiA.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Franklin, Patrick, Steiniker,
Nays: Black, Wickersham, Kee
Mayor Lopez votes an aye.

The motion CARRIED.

5. FY26 General Budget Fund
Tate spoke about the estimated insurance costs on the budget sheets and they reflect the new
proposed amounts for canceling iiiA.

Councilor Wickersham asked Mayor Lopez if the proposed budget in front of them was the
preliminary budget? In the past the City has not taken items out of the budget until after the total
numbers are in. Mayor Lopez explained that the proposed budget is for saving money not
putting in extra spending to take away later on. Councilor Wickersham talked about the Senior
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Center and the Snake River Transit being taken out now. Would they not be able to put them
back in the budget later on. Tate explained that with a tentative budget it can be changed as
many times as needed before the final budget is approved.

Mayor Lopez explained that the City needs to budget to save money as there is no savings in
the City account. It's needed for a budget that has no over spending. Councilor Steiniker asked
if Mayor Lopez could explain the cash report. Mayor Lopez explained the cash report shows
how much each department has in funds. Mayor Lopez continued to explain that he looked back
at ten years of audits to see what type of trend the City was showing in spending and funds.

Councilor Patrick spoke about the Senior Center needing donations, there is no longer money
coming from the Federal Government. The Snake River Transit is important for the whole
community. Mayor Lopez explained that the budget is as low as it can be to start saving the City
money and all donations have to come from the budget. If it's put back in it will need to be cut
from somewhere else in the budget.

Councilor Black talked about a list of ideas that she had come up with on possible cuts to the
budget to save the City money; 1% for salaries, the opening for an admin position, a difference
in Police wages on the budget sheets, Council health insurance, P&Z commission pay, custodial
for admin, travel for admin, freezing step increases next year, and removing spousal insurance.
Skelly explained that cutting spousal insurance will not save the City much money because it
cost more for employee and children not including the spouses. Councilor Black explained that
a lot of spouses also have insurance from their own employers and are being double insurance
with the City.

Tate explained that the budget that the Council had was a balanced budget and anything below
in the list of donations would need to be offset to be able to pay for. It is up to the Council to
decide which they would like to fund and then to see about finding the funds to pay for them.

a. Senior Center Donation
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
keep the Senior Center Donation of $5,000 in the FY26
Budget.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Black, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham
Nays: Franklin

The motion CARRIED.

b. Payette Museum Donation
No motion was made.

c. Snake River Transit Donation
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
keep the Snake River Transit Donation of $28,000 in the
FY26 Budget.

At the roll call:
Ayes: Black, Kee, Patrick, Wickersham
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Nays: Steiniker, Franklin
The motion CARRIED.

d. American Legion Donation
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
keep the American Legion Donation of $800 in the FY26
Budget.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

e. Queens Court Donation
A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Kee to
remove the Queens Court Donation from the FY26 Budget
in the amount of $200.

At the roll call:

Ayes: Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

f. PACCSY Donation
No motion was made.

g. SREDA Donation
No motion was made.

h. Soil & Water Conservation Donation

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by
Wickersham for a donation to the Soil and Water
Conservation in the amount of $350 to be put in the FY26
Budget.

At the roll call:
Ayes: Wickersham, Steiniker
Nays: Black, Franklin, Kee, Patrick
The motion FAILED.

i. Economic Development

No motion was made.

Councilor Kee spoke about revisiting the salary and pay scale. He asked to see Admin, Fire and
Police to see steps, titles and pay.

Councilor Black spoke about holding off on hiring another administrative clerk.
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Councilor Kee asked about possibly using Al for translating minutes from meetings. Masingill
explained that while Al can be a tool it is not the best at making sure everything is correct to
certain standards. Skelly also explained that we currently use an Al transcriptor and then admin
goes back and corrects spelling and other errors. Councilor Kee also asked about the Idaho
Power judgement of $9,000 being withheld. Mayor Lopez explained that the City does owe that
money and it will be withheld from County withholding.

Councilor Steiniker touched back on the possibility of cancelling the monthly membership to
Zoom, when it is only used two times a month for Council meetings. Councilor Wickersham
suggested a possible alternative being YouTube so that it can still be interactive.

DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Payette County Ambulance — April 2025

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilor Franklin asked about getting on the agenda in possible the next few meetings to talk
about an Ordinance that declares the City as a disadvantaged community.

Councilor Wickersham, the Chamber luncheon at 12pm Tuesday, May 20"". The new Hammer
Time business on Main Street is open and it took about two and a half years from start to finish
for them to open.

Councilor Black asked about the shooting range policy; if we were waiting for a few things to
come back before finalizing and having Council approve the Ordinance. Mayor Lopez said they
are writing it.

Councilor Kee asked about the City official newspaper. Masingill explained that he has not had
any trouble with using the Argus Observer for official business, Fruitland and Payette County
also use the Argus. Masingill explained that using the Argus doesn’t make the notices for public
hearings unlawful, each City is most likely to use the newspaper closest that will reach the most
of the community. Councilor Patrick asked about the Independent Enterprise deadlines now that
they don’t publish as often as they used to. Councilor Black said The Idaho Press publishes
daily. Mayor Lopez said there needs to be a State website for all Cities to use. Councilor Patrick
added that Vale has recently closed their paper.

Councilor Kee asked when the new agreement with Hardin Sanitation would be going to public
hearing, Mayor stated June 16", 2025. Councilor Kee stated he thought the agreement with
Hardin would not be open for around ten years and would have liked Council discussion. Mayor
Lopez explained that Hardin is the one who wanted to open up the agreement to negotiations to
be able to charge more for commercial. The Mayor wanted to get a senior rate for garbage.
Mayor Lopez explained that he did go back and forth with Hardin a few times before the
agreement was composed.

Councilor Steiniker brought up Montesa Development moving forward. Skelly explained that
they did get a slow lane and access by ITD off of Highway 95. Hust spoke about Montesa
having a hang up with the irrigation. Couch stated they are digging a new swell. Councilor
Steiniker stated last Saturday going to listen to the Senator and two representatives talk. She
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stated “| asked about the city impact law with the county and asked if there's any chances that
would be brought up again. And it was no way we're going to do that. And | said, well, they're
not playing nice and you have a lot of cities that are set up and they didn't care.”

MAYORS COMMENTS
Mayor Lopez had another community member wanting to be appointed to the Historical

Commission. It would be on the agenda for the next meeting. The on-going water quality issue
is still being worked on with the water department to get fixed. Councilor Wickersham asked if
we inject chlorine into the water system. Hust explained that yes to keep the levels where they

need to be.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Patrick and seconded by Steiniker
to adjourn.
After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 7:28 PM.
Signed this June 16" day of June 2025.
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