MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Special City Council Meeting
June 30t 2025

Special City Council Meeting — 5:30PM
A special meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Mayor Lopez, Ray Wickersham, Kathy Patrick, Mike Kee, Jim Franklin,
and Lori Steiniker

Members Absent: Bobbie Black - Excused

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator/Clerk; Gary Marshall, Chief of Police; Brad
Davis, Street Department; Kevin Petty, WWTP Supervisor; Jake Hust,
Water Supervisor; Lexi Page, Pool Manager; Deleice Ward, Library
Director; Steve Castenada, Fire Chief; Sage Mitchell, Administrative
Assistant and Sarah Skelly, Mayors Clerk

AGENDA ITEMS
1. FY26 Budget —

Recreation Department/Pool-

Tate went over revenue, expenses and budget lines for the pool and recreation department.
Tate talked about the three percent increase in property taxes, but in other categories there was
not much change from last year. Tate explained that last year there was a $50,000 deficit and
this coming budget is balanced.

Mayor Lopez stated that the outdoor pool coating is failing more and more and it would run
$150,000 to have it fully resurfaced.

Page explained that the kiddy pool also has a crack/leak and if the if they turn off the valve
within two hours it's completely empty.

Councilor Steiniker commended the pool on how well it looks down there as she has been
taking her grandson there for swim lessons.

Councilor Kee stated he thought this meeting was to do a budget training with Tate, not to go
over budget. Councilor Kee expressed that he didn’t feel right going through the budget without
a councilor present. Councilor Kee asked why the pool and recreation department were
combined and why the city has a recreation department? Tate explained that there is a levy that
can only be used for recreation. Councilor Kee asked if the salary in the recreation department
is the pool director? Tate went into detail that the pool director does more than just take care of
the pool, as they also take care of the recreation camp and youth lodge. Councilor Kee
expressed that it doesn’t show an accurate cost for operating for the pool if some is split into the
recreation department.

Councilor Steiniker asked if it was possible to take a percentage out of the salary for recreation
and for pool? Page explained that right now during the summer she is at the recreation camp all
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the time, and also taking care of the buildings. Councilor Kee suggested just combining it all and
calling it recreation. Tate stated that then it would be hard to know the pool operating cost if it
was combined. Councilor Patrick stated that her understanding of when the department was
separated to pool and recreation it was for specific grants for each category. Mayor Lopez
explained that the City has received recreation grants such as the one for the play ground in
Central Park.

Airport —

Tate spoke about the airport budget not having many changes from the current budget. Tate
talked about the remaining money for the taxiway project from the grant, and explained that the
new grant of $422,000 that the airport manager talked about at the previous City Council
meeting is also included in there. Councilor Kee asked if the money for the taxiway would be
spent before the end of this fiscal year? Tate explained that after it goes out to bid, he doesn’t
believe the project would be done before the end of this fiscal year.

Councilor Kee asked if airport fuel was a revenue or an expense? Tate explained that based on
previous fiscal years its projected for $171,000 in revenue with $150,000 in expenses.

Sidewalk Fund-
Tate explained that the budget is balanced. Mayor Lopez stated that it is a very successful
program that brings in around $20,000 and spends only what is brought in.

Water Department-

Tate explained that based on some of the fee schedule changes the Council has made the
metered sales show they will go up from the last fiscal year. Tate stated there was also an
increase in water connection fees as well.

Councilor Wickersham asked what the other revenue source for $12,000 was? Tate explained
that he would have to run a report to know for sure but it could be from a number of extra fees
that are charged.

Councilor Kee asked what it would cost the City to borrow form the Waste Water Treatment
Plant to pay back the loan for the water reservoir and then pay back to the Waste Water
Treatment Plant? Tate explained that it would be up to the Council to decided when and how
the money was paid back to the Waste Water fund.

Councilor Franklin asked what is in budget line #750-7517 Hust explained that in that $110,000
is $50,000 for an upgrade for the chlorine generator for new well 24, from a 15Ib unit to a 30Ib
unit. The remaining $60,000 is for repairs for Clay Peak Reservoir, and there is $49,000 in line
#751 for well rehab and cleaning.

Councilor Wickersham asked if within the next two to three years if the City has a plan to get a
new well up and running? Mayor Lopez explained that the water rights are moved, plans are
finalized and at DEQ waiting for approval. Hust explained that the well itself and site evaluation
are completed, but well house and piping is still waiting for approval. Hust also explained that
once they are approved there is a year period to act on them and if not done in the year they
simply send it back in to have dates updated.

Waste Water Department-
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Tate talked about the budget lines for Waste Water department including Waste Water revenue
increasing some with the increase in connection fees.

Petty talked about wanting to add another employee to the Waste Water crew as they are
getting further behind on tasks that need to get done. He explained they are wanting to work on
Sixth Street's sewer. They will be transitioning to a Myox system to generate their own chlorine
to get away from the chlorine gas as it is becoming a safety concern. Petty explained that going
to a UV system would be using a lot more power versus the Myox system.

Councilor Wickersham talked about in his experience in the past that the City of Fruitland had
tried the UV system and it wasn’t very efficient but he was unsure if they have improved it or
not.

Councilor Franklin asked how creating the City’s own chlorine would work? Hust explained how
the system worked. It helps with odor and taste also. It was mentioned that Weiser is currently
using the system.

Library-
Tate talked about the budget lines for the Library, starting with the property tax increase of three

percent. Tate expressed that one of the big increases in the Library budget is the grants funding
and most of the other budget numbers are the same. Ward explained that she looked through
all the actual Library numbers and cut where needed or looked to see what grants are available
to apply for.

Streets-

Tate talked about the budget lines for the Street Department, starting with the property tax
increase of two percent and the increase of franchise fees. Tate explained they are working to
find grants for the Street Department.

Davis spoke about what was in the Streets Department budget for the next year. Streets will be
busy with chip seal and overlay throughout the City.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Patrick and seconded by Steiniker
to adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 6:36 PM.

Signed this 215t day of July 2025.
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