MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

July 17, 2023

REGULAR MEETING — 7:00PM
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Jensen
in Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present.  Mayor Jensen, Mike Kee, Ray Wickersham, Lori Steiniker, Kathy
Patrick, Daniel Lopez (7:09) and Bobbie Black

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Mary Cordova, City Clerk/Treasurer; Dan Chadwick, City Attorney; Gary
Marshall, Chief of Police; and Sarah Skelly, Deputy City Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & CIVILITY POLICY
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ann Curtis. The Civility Policy was read by Mayor Jensen.

CITIZENS COMMENTS
No comments were heard.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Steiniker to
approve the Special Council Minutes of 06-26-2023, and
Special Council Minutes of 07-06-2023 as written.

July 3, 2023 minutes excluded due to being incomplete.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Patrick to approve payables in the amount of $353,602.91.

At the roll call;

Ayes: Steiniker, Kee, Patrick, Black, Wickersham
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED

AGENDA ITEMS

1. Historic Preservation Commission FY24 Budget Request

Betty Miller, 2265 Center Ave Payette, addressed the Council. The Historic Commission would
like to purchase plaques for historic buildings in Payette. The Commission would like an annual
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and ongoing budget of $600 for the purchase of the plague. Mayor Jensen asked if the
Commission could fix that the Senior Center was built in 1895.

2. Payette Municipal Code Chapter 12.04 Sidewalks

Councilor Kee suggested that the Council create a committee for the repair and replacement of
sidewalks in the City. Councilor Kee stated that the committee would not to go out and look for
violations, but would handle complaints as they come in. He feels that the Ordinance is well written
but would suggest instead of the City Engineer doing the estimate for repair that it be done by the
street supervisor. The Committee can get an order issued to condemn and build a new sidewalk.
Councilor Kee believes that the property owner be given a year to correct the sidewalk before the
City does the work. Mayor Jensen asked if Councilor Steiniker would like to be on the Committee.
Councilor Steiniker stated she would help wherever needed but would like to know what would be
viewed as a dangerous sidewalk. Mayor Jensen and Councilor Wickersham both pointed out that
any buckled or pushed up sidewalks with lifts in them. Councilor Lopez would like to see the
Committee explain more to the citizens about the sidewalk replacement program. Messages on the
bottom of the water bills, Councilor Lopez, feels go unread and unnoticed; instead maybe try flyers.
The Council was in agreement that the ADA program will probably bring forward several areas
needing repair.

3. FY24 Budget
Cordova addressed the Council in regard to administration, airport, the L2 and dental rates.

Administration: There are not a lot of changes from 2023. There is a salary increase to account for
the hiring of a new City Administrator. Along with the $100,000 salary increase the budget also
takes into account health insurance for the new Administrator. The highest rates were entered in to
the health insurance line. The Council asked what the total cost of the IT Managed Services was
going to be. Cordova stated that it would be $2555.74 per month.

Airport: The biggest change to the Airport budget is the request for a part time employee to mow the
grass, maintain the weeds and do snow removal. There is a Commission member who has
volunteered to do the upkeep, however, due to wanting to use City equipment they would need to
be a City employee. Councilor Black asked if the Airport Commission member knew that if they
became an employee of the City they could no longer be on the Airport Commission. Cordova
stated that she was unaware if they knew. Council Lopez asked why weeds at the Airport were not
sprayed? Cordova stated that spraying stopped at one time due to the Commission not wanting the
weeds sprayed with chemicals, however, the weeds have begun to get sprayed again. Councilor
Lopez went on to ask if the Airport had their own equipment to do the upkeep. Cordova explained
that they do not have their own equipment so Couch would need to provide the equipment and
transport it to the Airport. Councilor Lopez asked if the hiring of someone at the Airport with no
equipment would actually be helpful to the Street Department or if it would just cause more work.

Dental Rates- We currently have MetLIfe for the City’s dental plan. The Dental we have now went
up 6%. Black stated that she knows from experience Metlife does not pay for much.

Proposed L2: Cordova handed out an L2 page for the Council to review. $10 million in new
construction are the preliminary numbers. Councilor Lopez asked if there was a way that forgone
could not be taken and keep the 4% raises? Cordova replied with her first inclination would be to
say no. Councilor Black inquired how much of unencumbered funds are were being used to balance
the budget. It is her belief that the Council should take forgone to balance. Councilor Wickersham
expressed that he was not a big fan of using foregone. Cordova stated that for now, the forgone
needed to be left in the preliminary budget.
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Councilor Steiniker asked if the recreation director, DeFrance, had brought anything about the
wading pool? She expressed that the wading pool is missing a large chunk out of one of the steps.
Cordova explained that if it is in bad shape, she was sure DeFrance was working on getting it

repaired.

Mayor Jensen announced that the Deputy Treasurer position had not been filled because each time
the job is offered the candidates employer gives them more wages.

DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Fire Department — June 2023
2. Payette County Ambulance — June 2023

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilor Kee explained that the water supervisor, Hust, took him on a tour of the current

reservoir, the location of the new well and a pump house.

Councilor Wickersham expressed that the Boys and Girls Club has had more kids attending
than Ontario. He reported that there are 120-127 kids per day.

Councilor Black informed the Council that new mural is up on the Keystone Building.

MAYORS COMMENTS

Mayor Jensen stated that he had spoken with Cordova about getting ahold of DEQ in regard to
what the City will be looking at for stormwater treatment when the population gets to 10,000. He
would like to see a work session with DEQ in regards to the upcoming requirements.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Patrick and seconded by Kee to
adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 8:31 PM.

Signed this 7" day of August 2023.
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Sarah Skelly, Deputy City Clerk
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