MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

September 2, 2025

A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Mike Kee, Ray Wickersham, Lori Steiniker, Bobbie Black, Kathy Patrick
and Jim Franklin

Members Absent:

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator; Gary Marshall, Chief of Police; Eben &
Rachel Masingill, City Attorney; Steve Castenada, Fire Chief; Deleice
Ward, Co-Library Director; Lexi Page, Pool Manager; Kevin Petty, WWTP
Supervisor; Jamie Couch, Streets Supervisor; Kashlee Mendiola,
Administrative Assistant, and Sarah Skeliy, Mayors Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Denise Mcgill.

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Donna Peterson of Payette informed the Council of a candidate forum being held on October
15, 2025, at the Payette Auditorium.

Scott Fitzgerald of Payette handed out a paper in regard to Mayor Lopez and what Fitzgerald
felt to be corrupt activities done by the Mayor.

Warren Hayney of Payette addressed the Council in agreement with Fitzgerald.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Patrick
to approve the Public Hearing and Regular Council
minutes of 08-18-2025.

The verbatim transcription, generated by Al, was found to contain numerous inaccuracies,
rambling, misattributions, and misspellings (e.g., "city of Pet" instead of "Payette," "cats" instead
of "Captain," statements attributed to the wrong person, "hoe" instead of "hoes").

The Mayor stated that verbatim minutes were implemented due to a previous heated budget
discussion where statements were denied, aiming for full transparency.

Ayes: Steiniker
Nays: Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Wickersham, Black
The motion FAILED

The minutes will be sent back to staff for cleanup, with instructions to ensure accuracy while
retaining the essence of what was said.
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APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Black to approve payables in the amount of $308,071.44.
Questions/Clarifications:
- AME Electric: Remaining balance from the wastewater department.
- American Staffing: $7,000 for pool wages, questioned if it covered several weeks.
- Zoom: Confusion over whether the City was still paying for Zoom services, despite not using
it for months.
- Axon Taser (on pool bill): Clarified as an expense for police instructor training, not related to
the pool.
- Windows 11 Evaluation ($187): Inquiry about the cutcome of the evaluation for computer
upgrades.

Ayes: Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

AGENDA ITEMS
1. Request to Declare a Portion of Airport Property as Surplus — Gary Youngberg

-Request: Gary Youngberg requested to purchase a piece of city-owned airport property behind
his house for building a shop, citing that the land is now "useless" to the airport due to a new
retention pond and that he and neighbors have maintained it. Other neighbors also expressed
interest in purchasing adjacent parcels.

- Process Concerns;

- Airport Commission Review: Council members suggested the request should first go to the
Airport Commission for their recommendation.

- Selling City Land: The Mayor explained that selling city-owned land requires an open auction
or closed bid process, with a preference for open auction to ensure fairness and prevent past
issues of undervalued sales.

- Access & Valuation: The land is only accessible via adjacent private properties, making it a
unigque situation. A base valuation and minimum bid would need to be set.

- Utility Easement: A potential concern was identified for a future 10-foot utility easement
across the back of the property for a sewer line to the Vistair lift station. The applicant
expressed flexibility.

- Public Comment: A citizen (Mike Campbell) raised concerns about the henefit to the City, the
land's original purpose as a buffer zone, and the potential for new housing development.

The council agreed to send the request to the Airport Commission for their opinion and
recommendation, which will then be returned to the council for further consideration.

2. MOU with idaho Department of Transportation, Idaho State Historic Preservation Office and
City of Payette Historic Preservation Commission Re; Snake River Bridge
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- The ldaho Department of Transportation (ITD) is replacing the historic Highway 52 bridge to
Oregon. State statute requires ITD to mitigate the demolition of historic structures.

- Mitigation ltems (Not Direct Money): The MOU outlines three non-monetary contributions ITD
will fund through the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO):

1. Development of a Historic Preservation Plan for the City of Payette.

2. Conducting a Historic Property Survey along 6th Street, Highway 52, and including
Kiwanis Park Bridge.

3. Fabrication and installation of two interpretive signs/displays (likely at Kiwanis Park).

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Kee to
approve the MOU with Idaho Department of
Transportation, Idaho State Historic Preservation Office
and City of Payette Historic Preservation Commission Re:
Snake River Bridge and authorize the Mayor to sign.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

3. Discussion on Streetlights and Poles in Subdivisions

-Current Code & Practice;

- City code allows assessing a monthly streetlight fee to HOA residents.

- Currently, the city uses a 1% franchise fee collected from idaho Power (passed on to
customers) to pay for street lighting.

- Debate Points:

- "Double-Dipping": The Mayor argued that making new HOAs pay for their streetlights while
still collecting the 1% franchise fee from them (via their power bill) constitutes "double taxation."
- Franchise Fee Purpose: Councilor Black argued that the franchise fee is for idaho Power's

right to use public rights-of-way, not specifically for streetlights.

- Fairness & Burden: The discussion questioned the fairness of burdening new subdivisions
with streetlight costs and maintenance when older subdivisions are covered by the city. It was
suggested that new developments should be responsible for their own streetlights and
maintenance from the outset.

- Outcome: The Council requested staff to research how other cities handle streetlight funding
and to provide specific details from the |daho Power franchise ordinance for the next meeting.

4. Training — Open Meeting Law
The planned training session was postponed. Training was tentatively scheduled for the next
agenda regarding defamation.

COUNCIL COMMENT
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Councilors announced upcoming community events, including "Cruise Night" on Friday at 6 PM
and a car show the following day, both featuring vendors, bands, and a beer garden. Another
councilor mentioned their 40th class reunion.

MAYORS COMMENTS

None
ADJOURN

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 6:27pm.

Signed this 1 % er 2025.
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