MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Public Hearing & Regular Council Meeting
January 6, 2025

REGULAR MEETING
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Mayor Lopez, Bobbie Black, Jim Franklin, Mike Kee, Kathy Patrick, Lori
Steiniker, Ray Wickersham

Members Absent:

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator; Sarah Skelly, City Clerk; Eben Masingill,
City Attorney; Andy Gehrke, City Engineer; Gary Marshall, Police Chief;
Steve Castenada, Fire Chief, Jamie Couch, Street Supervisor; Jake Hust,
Water Supervisor; Kevin Petty, WWTP Supervisor; Deleice Ward, Co-
Library Director; and LisaAnn Riddick, Deputy City Treasurer

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Marshall.

PUBLIC HEARING

1. PUBLIC HEARING - The Payette City Council will consider public comment regarding the
Vacation of a portion of 2" Ave North between N 6" St and Union Pacific Railroad right of
way established by ties to the main rail North and South of Payette and at the Center
Avenue Crossing.

Mayor Lopez said, “The City is technically the applicant for vacating this right of way. | sent this
to Planning and Zoning because it’s is a piece of property that grows weeds that we don’t need.
Planning and Zoning agreed. It's property adjacent to the overpass that we maintain for no
reason. We don’t have any utilities in it. It would go to the adjacent property owners, half and
half.” Councilor Kee asked, “Is this real property that the City owns, or is it just a piece of
property that we have a right of way to?” Mayor Lopez said, “It's old, dedicated right of way.
Second used to go through before the overpass. When they put the overpass in, it doesn’t go
through anymore, and it can’t go through.” Councilor Kee asked, “Is it real property that the City
owns, and is there value to it?” Mayor Lopez answered, “| don’t believe it’s sellable as dedicated
right of way, because it’s not deeded.” Councilor Kee asked for more explanation. City
Administrator Tate responded, “When the developer developed the property, the City said, ‘You
will dedicate this right of way to us, in order to get approval for your plat.” The governing body at
the time demanded that developer give that property to them for a public right of way, so it's not
something the City can sell.” Councilor Kee asked, “Is it something that once we vacate it the
property owner can sell?” Tate said, “Yes, because it goes back to the original property that it
was dedicated from in the first place.” Councilor Black asked, “Do we have concerns with the
ldaho Power and the ITD letters about the right of ways that they're talking about in the packet?”
Mayor Lopez, “We don’t have a problem maintaining the utility easements for Idaho Power. As
for ITD, I think they’re overreaching, but that’'s my opinion. They’re worried about their right of
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way, but their right of way is underneath the overpass. This is not underneath the overpass. It
goes to the back of the existing properties.”
No public comments were heard.

Hearing closed at 5:37 PM.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
No comments were heard.

COMMUNICATIONS

1. Day at the Capitol — Jan 23, 2025

Mayor Lopez asked if any of the Councilors would like to attend. The Day at the Capitol includes
a luncheon with the Legislators and Idaho has a new Senator and new House Representatives.
Several expressed interested but wanted to know the registration deadline.

2. SREDA Annual Meeting & Report

3. Areas of Impact Letter from Payette County

Mayor Lopez said, “That’s kind of explaining their stance on where they sit when it comes to
impact areas. | have shared this with SREDA and I'm sharing it with you. This is my very quick
grand plan of shrinking the impact areas so | want you guys to look that over and then at a
future meeting, we'll talk about it. They want us to shrink impact areas. If they could have no
impact area, | think they’d like that. The black line is my proposed. Because the new statute
says that the impact area should only include properties that are potentially to be annexed
within the next five years. That’s tough in a town like us because we don’t know which way the
growth is going to go, so we have to cover all our bases.”

Councilor Franklin said, “We have another issue, and that's the County Planning & Zoning isn't
approving development in the impact area. Annexation is driven by development, so they’re
stopping it. How do we predict what’s going to happen in five years when we have no control
over what'’s being approved in the impact area?” Councilor Wickersham, “This shrinking the
impact area, I'm not sure I'm a big fan of that one.” Councilor Franklin said, “We are supposed
to look at it every five years. Five years goes by fairly quickly. In my view, the most important
thing is we need to follow City development standards in the impact area so that we have
controlled growth that's good for the City. Right now, that's not happening and it's crazy. | have
no idea why the County is against it.”

Mayor Lopez said, “| 100 percent agree. One of the things with this in potentially shrinking the
impact area, some of the area you'll see is prime ag that | cut out. | would like to conserve prime
ag. Washoe, | don’t see we're ever going to cross the river with services, especially to a flood
zone. That’s kind of my ideology around where we put this. What is potential in the next five
years and what is what we should want to control?” Councilor Franklin said, “There’s a list of
things that you have to go through to build your impact area, and that was done. It was done
with a consultant by a committee that didn’t include the City Council, didn’t include Planning &

Public Hearing & Regular Council
January 6, 2025



Zoning, so it was done the right way, and that's important. We invested a lot of time and money
into developing our impact area, and it shouldn’t be a haphazard kind of a thing to negotiate it
back with the County. If they want to negotiate it back, they should have some facts that counter
our facts.” Mayor Lopez, “But with the new Legislation, they have all the power.” Councilor
Franklin, “I don’t agree with that. | think one of the big leverage points we have is the County
Commissioners. City citizens vote for County Commissioners. If we could calculate or estimate
how much money has been wasted with this kind of fight, | think we need a County
Commissioner that understands what's happening here and we agree with that. If they are going
to fight us on the impact area, we fight them to get elected.”

Mayor Lopez said, “I just wanted you to look that over and then we can absolutely have a deep
conversation into what we want to do with the negotiations with the Commissioners. They
seemed amenial to us shrinking and then them actually imposing our standards in the impact
area, which is kind of what we want to get at. We want them to actually enforce our standards in
the impact area. They want everybody to shrink their impact area.” Councilor Kee, “What’s the
reason they give?” Mayor Lopez, “Preservation of ag is their biggest one, and they want it to be
reasonable. They want it to be within five years. My argument to them was | can't really draw
and say for sure where we're going to be in that five years. We need enough around us fully to
know that if we grow north for the next five years and we don’t grow south, we have enough
room to cover that, but we also don’t need to go all the way to 19" or 20".” Councilor
Wickersham, “I'd like to argue their preservation of ag in the area hasn’t been very good either.
Councilor Franklin, “We could just exempt anything prime ag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Franklin
to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of
December 16, 2024.

After an unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Patrick to approve payables in the amount of $323,621.51.

Councilor Wickersham asked if the master lock charges were to rekey all the doors. Mayor
Lopez responded, “That was the City Hall lock on the back door split amongst all the
departments. One door, one doorknob. Those fancy doorknobs are expensive. It’s a code, but
it's a cheaper way to go than the cards, and there’s no monthly fee.”

Councilor Steiniker questioned a late fee paid to United Parcel Service.

Ayes: Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black
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Nays: None
The motion CARRIED.

AGENDA ITEMS

1. Quest CPA — FY 2024 Audit

Kurt Folke, Quest CPAs, presented the financial statement audit to the Council. Folke
addressed the financial statements first. He said, “We’ve audited those and we believe they're
accurate and we can rely upon them to make decisions.” The second report pertains to the
City’s basic internal controls and compliance. Folke said, “These are things like keeping
supporting documentation for expenditures. We're also looking to make sure that you're doing
bank reconciliations, that you're having support for all the cash and investments that you report
to the City. We're making sure that you have the compliance you're supposed to as a City.
Good news is there’s no findings there this year.”

Folke continued, “Governmental funds are things we try to support operations through property
taxes and intergovernmental revenues. Enterprise funds are the ones that we're charging a fee
to cover services, like water, sewer and sanitation. Enterprise funds do quite well. The
governmental funds are always the wild card. This year, in the General Fund especially, but the
governmental funds as a whole, struggled. They're the ones that are going to really need your
attention going forward. The General Fund had a decrease this year, so didn’t cover all of our
expenditures and it brought our ending fund balance down to $704,896. Pretty ugly year for the
general fund. Our reserves are getting very, very, very low. | always break this down in terms of
an operational reserve to figure out how we are doing month to month. We're just barely over a
two-month operational reserve. Property taxes bring in the majority of the revenue, $1.7 million
and change. We need in the general fund to have a minimum of a six-month operating reserve.
Very, very weak right there. We want to build that up to a minimum of six months, and if we can,
get it even closer to 12 months. Street and Parks fund had a positive year, with an ending fund
balance of $1.7 million, and that’s about a 14-month operating reserve. The debt service fund,
which includes the library bond, is doing fine, just kind of broke even. You try to keep about a
one-year reserve in there and that’s a good thing. Capital Improvements Fund had a small net
decrease and have a capital reserve going forward, so that fund’s doing decently.”

Folke said, “The Library fund took a little bit of a drop this year, with about a seven-month
operating reserve, so you're doing pretty good now. Torque fund we just want to keep that on
the positive side, and it is. Recreation fund did have a decrease this year, and at September 30
had a six-month operating reserve, we want to maintain about that, but still doing okay. The
Airport Fund, small increase, it's a small budget and there’s a three- to four-month operational
reserve of the true blue month to month expenses. The airport fund is doing fine. Revolving
Loan Fund has not had any activity for a couple years, so just a little bit of interest income this
year. The Sidewalk Fund, this was the first year we started mounting up some expenses. It's
doing fine.”

Folke continued, “The Enterprise Funds are a little more rosey in terms of performance. Are we
paying all our bills with the current year revenues? We are. This is not really a surprise to you
folks. The Enterprise Funds here have always been really, really well run. Water Fund, Sewer
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Fund and Sanitation Fund, they’re all paying their bills. In the water and sewer you're turning
that around right now and putting that all into projects. We’re making that money, but we'’re
turning it around and investing it right back into the system.”

Folke said, “The only other thing I'd mention is that your internal accounting, on the Black
Mountain books, should look cleaner and better this year. You should just see two, one Water
Fund and one Sewer Fund. It's easy to see, did we make a profit or are we losing money? You'll
be able to do that by just looking at your internal financial statements. It should make it a little
more transparent to you folks during the year, help you make budgetary decisions, be able to
look at that say just say, ‘We’re not moving money from this fund to that fund, then back from
that fund to this fund.” It’s all sitting in one fund. Should help you make some decisions
throughout the year and see where you're at a little bit better. That was an improvement you
worked on this year, so good work.”

Councilor Steiniker asked, “What type of audit would help us get a clearer picture of everything?
Is there a different type of audit that could be done?” Folke said, “What is this report saying
about your budget? It's saying we're looking to make sure you do a budget, not is it done
perfectly. And part of the problem is, there is no perfect way to do a budget. Idaho code allows
you to do it a number of different ways. Regardiess of which way you do a budget, you want to
make sure your revenues and your expenses at a minimum match. You don’t want to be using
fund balance unless your fund balance or reserves are so much that you don’t really need them.
What type of audit? To be honest with you, I'm not sure if there is. The most important thing, |
prefer it to be realistic in the sense that revenues have to equal expenditures. | prefer not to give
them a target that even if they hit, they’re going to lose money.”

Councilor Steiniker asked, “When you say six-months reserves, you said there was a target for
each area. What are those targets? You said General Fund should have six months and the
Street Fund should have three months. Is there a guideline for each fund?” Folke answered,
“There is. The way that is determined is, first of all, you have to determine is it an operating fund
or a capital fund? Operating funds have that operational guideline. Capital funds, or debt service
funds, don’t. The way you do that, is you look at the largest funding source. So if we look at the
General Fund, largest funding source in the general fund is property taxes. We have to know
about how often that comes in. It comes in twice a year. So that gives us the idea we have to
have at least six months or twice a year’s worth of reserves set aside. Each year, you just kind
of want to look and say, ‘What's the primary revenue source? It's not property taxes in streets
and parks, it's Intergovernmental Revenue. Intergovernmental Revenue comes in every three
months. That’s a three-month target as a minimum.”

2. Council to Approve & Accept FY24 Audit
A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Patrick
to approve and accept the Fiscal Year 24 audit as

presented.

Ayes: Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin
Nays: None
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The motion CARRIED.

3. Reappoint Terrie McKay to Library Board Term to Expire 12-31-2029
Councilor Kee said, “l get to watch her in meetings and she’s a great member of the Library
Board. We're lucky that she has agreed to re-up.”

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
reappoint Terry McKay to the Library Board with a term to
expire 12-31-2029.

After an unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

4.  Appoint Erin Bronson to the Airport Commission to Expire 06-30-2028
The Council discussed that Bronson lives in Emmett and that the Ordinance regarding Airport
Commission appointments allows for 50 percent of the members to live outside Payette.

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
appoint Erin Bronson to the Airport Commission with a
term to expire 6-30-2028.

After an unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

5. Library Director FY24 Report

Deleice Ward, Co-Library Director, presented the Fiscal Year 24 report. Ward said new this year
were a summer support grant and a grant from John Henry Eldred Foundation; library
scavenger hunts and security cameras inside and outside the building. Staff include two co-
directors, two full-time main desk workers and two part-time employees who work on Saturdays.

Ward said, “New card holders, total card holders, everything’s up. The collection is a little bit
larger and circulations are up, Idaho Digital Consortium is up. Audio books are the highest
circulating item and that’s what we’ve been focusing on more. We have adult programming and
our homebound program has increased. Our flagship program, the Summer Reading Program,
was a big hit this year. We had World Center Birds of Prey bring a haw and an owl; we had the
Renaissance Fair come and the Queen read to the kids; the Boise Astronomy Club brought an
incredible gadget where it did the flying thing; and Bureau of Land Management came and
talked to them. Our theme was “Adventure Begins at Your Library. The adventure with the BLM
was they panned for gold in a kiddie pool. Robert Gay from the Idaho Museum of Natural
History came and brought 3D printed dinosaur bone replicas that are native to Idaho.”

Ward said, “We have community partners, Boys & Girls Club and the Extension Office. 62,000
people came to the building. One of the grants was for audiobooks, we're really trying hard to
make sure that we’ve got those for our young people as well. Other grants include the Idaho
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Commission for Libraries, Connecting Communities and the summer STEM grant. We have
story time with Ms. Wendy, weekly Lego Club, Take & Make kits, scavenger hunts, Summer
Reading Program and the summer STEM. We also have a winter reading challenge that’s going
on right now.”

Councilor Kee asked if the usage of the printer went down when the cost was raised. Ward said,
“We had a little bit of a sticker shock, but we pretty much steadily have people coming in and
using and it's still probably the least expensive place to print in town right now. We wanted to
make it competitive, but not out of reach.”

Councilor Kee asked if the magnetic system installed two or three years has cut down on theft.
Ward said occasionally someone still sneaks out the back door. It's an emergency exit and
there’s not RFID gate at the back door, just a small alarm and cameras. Mayor Lopez asked
Couch to check if the volume on the alarm is adjustable.

6. ORDINANCE 1562 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PAYETTE, IDAHO, AMENDING
THE PAYETTE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 17.80.001 OF CHAPTER 17.80 IN TITLE 17
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDING COLLECTION OF DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES; SETTING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; ESTABLISHING SEVERABILITY; ESTABLISHING A REPEALER. 18
Reading

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Black to
introduce Ordinance 1562 by title only.

After an unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

Mayor Lopez read Ordinance 1562 by title only.

Councilor Franklin said, “I was on the committee that came up with this fee originally, many,
many moons ago. It's very carefully arrived at looking at the impact for the different City services
and what each lot should pay for the growth. It wasn’t an arbitrary number. | was always
disappointed that it was suspended, my understanding is to generate growth to make it more
attractive for developers, and | wonder if it really does. I'd like to hear somebody else’s position
on this, if suspending the fee really makes a difference.” Councilor Wickersham said, “I think at
the point when we first did it, it probably did because there wasn’t a whole lot of growth going
on. But now, | don’t know. | almost wish we could slow it down. The other thing we weren't really
doing, we didn’t have that much money saved up over a five-year window. It was a pretty small
amount considering what it added to the fees. It might be a lot different now with as much
growth as we have.”

Mayor Lopez said, “One thing about it, the way | understand it, is if we did go to start collecting
again, we would probably have to redo the whole thing.” “I'd be all for that,” Councilor Franklin
said. Councilor Kee said, “Well, it just costs money.” Mayor Lopez said, “My opinion on impact
fees is | don't believe that they collect money fast enough to do any good. They are definitely a
deterrent for where you're going to build. If you're not going to receive more money and you're
still going to pay the impact fees, then why would you build there? In my mind, impact fees don’t
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do what they're supposed to do, create the money that they should and all they do is deter
growth. The pushback we had when we changed connection fees? Builders have to afford it
because we can't afford to give the infrastructure that we need to build in order to support all
this growth. | would never be for spending money to get an impact fee study done and figure out
exactly what that magical number is that we need per lot. | think it's throwing good money at
bad. | just don'’t particularly like impact fees.”

Councilor Wickersham said, “The amount of money we actually had didn’t really cover anything.
| was shocked.” Councilor Franklin said, “I recall it was like 700 bucks.” Mayor Lopez said,
“There was never that much money in there. Now | think everybody in Idaho is definitely getting
on this train of putting in impact fees, but at the same time, is it too late? Are we going to
continue to have the growth that we’ve had in the last five years? It's usually by square foot, a
dollar amount per square foot. When you have such high impact fees, all you see is nobody
wants to build there. | think there could be a fine line of affordability, but at the same time, how
much money is it actually producing and how fast is it really worth potentially impacting your
growth when you're getting a tax base? Councilor Franklin said, “| don't think $700 a lot is going
to affect the building in Payette very much. It's $700 when you're talking about the cost of a lot
is pretty insignificant. | do think $70,000 in extra revenue would help, and I’'m not sure what the
consultant would cost. Maybe we don’t need a consultant to crunch numbers. We just have to
follow guidelines. I'd be willing to look into it more.” Councilor Wickersham said, “What we had
in place, we kept it there because we didn’t want to have to go through all the loops to put one
back in place, but maybe what we have couldn’t be put back in place anyway. They didn’t want
to have to go through all the loops to put it back in place because it was pretty expensive when
they did it. We just thought, if we suspend it and decide we want it back, we won'’t have to go
through all those loops again. | don’t have a problem with relooking at it. | just know that | was
shocked at how little money that it generated, and we just decided that it was getting enough
complaints that it wasn’t worth it. It would be nice to know what it would have impacted. We
could go back a year and say, well, how much would we have collected?” Councilor Franklin,
“I'd like to see some numbers like that.”

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Steiniker
to move Ordinance 1562 to its 2" reading.

After an unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

7. ORDINANCE 1563 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PAYETTE, IDAHO, VACATING
THAT PORTION OF 2NP AVE NORTH LAYING BETWEEN NORTH 6™ STREET & UNION
PACIFIC RIGHT OF WAY; PROVIDING FOR EXECUTION OF A QUITCLAIM DEED BY THE
MAYOR CONVEYING TITLE OF THE VACATED PROPERTY TO THE ADJACENT
LANDOWNERS; RESERVING UTILITY EASEMENTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE;
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION BY SUMMARY. 15T Reading

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Black to
introduce Ordinance 1563 by title only.

After an unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.
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Mayor Lopez read Ordinance 1563 by title only.

Mayor Lopez said, “If we're not using the property, we’re never going to use the property, why
do we need to maintain it?” Councilor Wickersham asked what we do to maintain it. Street
Supervisor Couch said, “We spray over there and we spray all that area. Is the City ever going
to put a road through there? We can’t because you've got to cross the railroad tracks. It's
basically going nowhere. Will it help us? Yeah, we'll save once a year not going over there to
disc it.” City Attorney Masingill said, “Perspective. If they’re the owner of it and somebody gets
injured trespassing on it it's on that owner as the record owner. Where we just pray if something
happens out there.” Mayor Lopez said, “When we vacate they don’t get the option to accept it. It
just goes back to the adjacent property owners. This road cut the properties in half. There’s a
partial to the south and a partial to the north.”

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Steiniker
to suspend the rules and pass Ordinance 1563 on its 1%
reading.

After an unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Patrick
that Ordinance 1563 do pass.

Ayes: Steiniker, Wickersham, Black, Franklin, Kee, Patrick
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.
8. Change Order #3 — 7™ Ave Life Station — Tapani Inc — 29 Day Date Extension Request

Mayor Lopez said, “Apparently that generator is coming next month. It will probably be extended
another 30 days in 29 days. It's getting built, it's not built yet.” Councilor Kee said, “The change
order from HECO says 29-day extension, and the request from Tapani says a 55-day extension.
City Engineer Gehrke said, “They wanted the end of February as the final completion date.”

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Black to
approve Change Order No. 3 for the 7" Avenue North Lift
Station — Tapani Inc. - replacement for a 29-day extension.

Ayes: Wickersham, Black, Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

9. Payette High School Safe & Sober Night Donation Request to Police Department
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Police Chief Marshall said, “This is an annual request we get from the high school. What I'd like
to do is purchase fuel cards for them, It does not come out of the General Fund, it comes out of
our narcotics seizures. | think that’s a good use of the money.”

A motion was made by Black and seconded by Steiniker to
approve the donation request to Payette High School for
the Safe & Sober Night in the amount of $300 coming out
of the Narcotics Fund.

Ayes: Black, Franklin, Kee, Patrick, Steiniker, Wickersham
Nays: None

The motion CARRIED.

10. Update from City Attorney on City Council Inquiry

Masingill said, “Councilwoman Black had a question to make sure that our confirmation of Clerk
was correct and she had reached out to AIC to make sure that the Mayor can break the tie. The
Mayor breaks a divided vote. | dug into it. | can’t find any case that’s actually interpreted it. What
you do is look at the two statutes. The one Councilor Black was worried about says if there’s no
majority then the Mayor’s supposed to nominate somebody else. If he doesn’t within 10 days,
then the Council can. That can happen in a situation where if you have a tie and the Mayor
doesn’t want to take a vote on it, you could do that. If we had a situation where there were only
three Council members present and two of them voted in favor and one did not, that wouldn’t be
a majority of the entire sitting Council, but whenever you have a divided Council, three and
three, the Mayor makes that decision. That's what | found in case law. Clerk Skelly actually
emailed AIC and we got an email back that said, ‘Yes, the Mayor breaks all ties.” | found an old
2016 one and it looks like AIC used to say, ‘No, the Mayor doesn’t break the tie’ but they have
since removed that language.

Given that there’s a conflict between the statutes, until the Legislature of Idaho decides to clarify
it, I think everything that we did was right. | appreciate Councilwoman Black for making sure that
we're following the right procedures. | think ultimately, she just wants to make sure that
somebody can’t come in and second guess this after the fact. I'm glad we got it in writing, and it
does confirm everything. | just wanted to update everybody so that would become part of the
public record.”

Councilor Kee said, “I read the statute also, and | agree it more or less says the Mayor can
break a tie, but | think in this case, the Mayor’s getting two votes. The Mayor’s making the
nomination and the Mayor’s voting as the Mayor.” Masingill said, “A nomination is not a vote. If
you guys are split, he gets to make the vote that breaks the tie. That's not him voting twice.
That’s him nominating somebody and then If there’s a tie, he breaks the vote. There's no tie,
then it’s up to you. When there’s a tie, the Mayor gets to break that tie. WWhen you think about it,
that's how Executive and Legislative Branch works most of the time. The Vice President gets to
break ties.”
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Councilman Kee said, “It doesn’t make sense to me. It lacks common sense to me. | agree with
you about getting things done. This is not one of those. This is not Legislative.” Masingill said, “I
think it falls within the roles of the Mayor, which are to say, ‘Hey, | want to elect the people that |
want, to appoint the people that | want, and more of your control goes into budgetary. There’s
no budget impact on this. When you're saying it doesn’t make common sense, if | could make
that argument in the courtroom, that would be wonderful, but we’re stuck with the statutes as
written. If you have a problem with the common sense, you need to go to the State Legislature
and say, ‘Hey, this is a problem we’re having, and you've created this conflict and until you
resolve it, this is what we're going to have happen.’ It's misplaced. If you're not happy with it,
then in our democracy the way we do it is go up the chain and say, “Hey, let's change this and
clarify it so City Council can apply this going forward.” Councilor Kee said, “It's not that I'm not
happy with it. It's that | just want to make sure we do it right, and when | read the statue, the
Mayor makes a nomination and then asks the consent of the Council to vote on it.”

Masingill said, “Ultimately, what my job is to say if we go to a courtroom and make these
arguments, what's the argument going to be? | can’t go in there and say, ‘Well, common sense
says X or Y." | say, ‘The statute reads this way,” unless it's ambiguous. | don'’t think that the
Mayor breaking every equally divided Council decision is ambiguous. It's an exercise in futility.
Unless we're going to direct that at the Legislature to try to change the law in favor of what you
want, but we can’t just decide we want to change the law because we think we know better than
the Legislature can dictate it.” Kee asked if Masingill is a member of a City Attorney’s
association. Masingill said he is a part of the Idaho Trial Lawyers Association and can send it
out there. “But this is a textual reading. What's the code say? It says when there’s a tie, who
breaks it. And until the Legislature changes that, or we have a case that changes that, my
opinion is going to be the same.”

DEPARTMENT & COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Fire Department Year End Report — 2024
2. Airport Fuel Report — December 2024 & Entire 2024 Year

3. Payette Police Department Narcotics Seizures— 2024
4. FY24 Road & Street Report

COUNCIL COMMENTS
No comments were heard.

MAYOR COMMENTS

Mayor Lopez said, “The airport had a $23,000 bill that didn’t get paid in Fiscal Year 23 and
rolled over into Fiscal Year 24. When you looked at their fund balance, they ended up okay. |
was worried about them ending up in the same spot because they didn’t pay the bill for a
reason. They didn’t have enough money that prior year. My point is the Airport Manager is doing
a great job and making money with those fuel sales. Hopefully next year we're going to see that
fund balance increase rather than maintain the same with his fuel sales. It’s nice to see the fuel
sales. He's doing a good job.”
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Mayor Lopez said, “| wanted to comment on the audit. The General Fund, losing $248,000 last
year, when it was $953,000 the year before. One thing to highlight is the grant money we
received in Fiscal Year 23 that got put into the General Fund balance, which overinflated that.
There was a lot of headway made on the General Fund to really get that fund balance loss
down. This year, we've got to keep plugging ahead and doing it so we can maybe have a
balanced budget. We're donating money to things that aren’t police and fire, it's something to
think about. WWe're not looking great when it comes to our equipment. That's pretty much what |
pulled from the audit. Other than that, | was tickled pink with everything else.”

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Black to
adjourn.
After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 6:51 PM.
Signed this 21% day of January 2025.
/ "JV I///
Mayor J Daniel Lopez "
ATTEST:

D o T
(%/ﬂéﬁaﬂ Kiddick

LisaAnn Riddick, Deputy City Treasurer
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