MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

October 6", 2025

A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Ray Wickersham, Lori Steiniker, Mike Kee, Kathy Patrick and Jim
Franklin

Members Absent: Bobbie Black (excused)

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator; Gary Marshall, Chief of Police; Eben &

Rachel Masingill, City Attorneys; Steve Castenada, Fire Chief; Deleice
Ward, Library Director; Jake Hust, Water Department; Lexi Page, Pool
Manager Jamie Couch, Streets Department; Kevin Petty, WWTP
Supervisor; Sage Mitchell, Administrative Assistant, and Sarah Skelly,
Mayors Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Denise McGill.

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Donna Peterson - 2075 Killebrew Dr. — Peterson spoke on behalf of the Payette Chamber of
Commerce about the candidate forum on October 14", 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Payette High
School auditorium. Mayor Lopez expressed that he has the TVCA grand opening that evening
as well, but will make it to both.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Franklin
to approve the minutes of August 18", 2025

Councilor Wickersham expressed that on page 13 he felt that there was an error on what he
said. He stated that he didn’t think that was him that made the comment about $60,000, he
thought it was Councilor Kee. Mayor Lopez stated that it was correct and Councilor Wickersham
was the one that made the comment.
After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Patrick
to approve the minutes of September 2", 2025

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
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A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Patrick to approve payables in the amount of $433,049.49

Ayes: Wickersham, Steiniker, Kee, Patrick, Franklin
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

AGENDA ITEMS

1. Reappointment of Claire Ames to the Library Board —

Councilor Kee said “I'd just like to say | am the liaison for the Library Board and Claire does a
great job. She attends every meeting and for the past year she's been secretary. She takes
great notes and she's a real asset to that board.”

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Patrick to reappoint Claire Ames to the Library Board with
a term to expire 12-31-2030.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

2. ORDINANCE NO 1570 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PAYETTE, IDAHO, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH IDAHO CODE 50-329, 50-329a, 50-330 AND 50-344 GRANTING
HARDIN SANITATION, INC. A TEN-YEAR FRANCHISE WITH AN ADDITIONAL FIVE
YEAR RENEWAL TERM TO OPERATE WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE
CITY OF PAYETTE, IDAHO, GARBAGE COLLECTION SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES FOR
SUPPLYING GARBAGE COLLECTION SERVICE TO THE CITY, THE INHABITANTS
THEREOF, AND OTHERS; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR
MANDATORY SOLID WASTE COLLECTION; ESTABLISHING THE RIGHTS AND
OBLIGATIONS OF THE FRANCHISEE AND THE CITY OF PAYETTE; ESTABLISHING
THE METHODS OF COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES;
PROVIDING FOR A REPEALER CLAUSE; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, AND
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 2" Reading

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Steiniker
to introduce Ordinance 1570 by title only.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

Mayor Lopez read Ordinance 1570 by title only.

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Patrick to suspend the rules and pass Ordinance 1570 on
its 2" reading.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.
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A motion was made by Patrick seconded by Steiniker that
Ordinance 1570 do pass.

Ayes: Kee, Steiniker, Franklin, Patrick, Wickersham
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

3. Hardin Franchise Agreement

Councilor Kee wanted to continue the discussion on changing the wording of “Handicap Person’
in the agreement to “Disable Person” as he spoke to Dana Gobert who taught an ADA class to
the Mayor and Council Members. He also talked about how in Federal and Idaho Law the have
also changed the verbiage. Travis Williams with Hardin agreed to make the change.

Councilor Steiniker asked for clarification about the wording of “Any other holiday or day that
Clay Peak Landfill is closed and services cannot be rendered” in the agreement. She asked if
Columbus Day would affect the route in the coming week? Williams explained that most times if
Clay Peak Landfill is closed due to a holiday, then Hardin is delayed. There are some holidays
that Clay Peak is closed and Hardin is able to utilize Canyon County Landfill to be able to stay
on schedule. He explained that it is best to check the Hardin website to know about delays.
Councilor Kee expressed that the wording does cover all future added holidays that could arise
during this agreements term.

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Patrick
to approve the Hardin Sanitation Franchise Agreement
with the corrections of “Handicapped” to “Disabled”.

Ayes: Patrick, Steiniker, Franklin, Wickersham, Kee
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

4. Resolution # 2025-11 A RESOLUTION DECLARING SURPLUS PROPERTY - Water
Department

Councilor Franklin stated that the Resolution says “2017 Dodge Charger” instead of “1994
Cherokee”. Councilor Wickersham stated that the spelling “Music Auction” should be changed to
“Musik Auction”.

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
approve Resolution # 2025-11 with the corrections of 2017
Dodge Charger to 1994 Cherokee and Music to Musik.

Ayes: Kee, Patrick, Franklin, Wickersham, Steiniker
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

5. Pay App #7 — Tapani Inc — 20" St. Reservoir - $8,177.63
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A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Wickersham
to approve Pay App #7 to Tapani Inc for the 20" St.
Reservoir in the amount of $8,177.63.

Ayes: Steiniker, Kee, Patrick, Franklin, Wickersham
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

6. Task Order #8 — Airport Lighting Improvements — Keller Associates, Inc - $41,700

Councilor Wickersham asked why the lighting for the Airport was being engineered when they
are just replacing and adding a few new lights. Mayor Lopez stated he understood that was a
requirement for the grant to be able to send it out to bid. Councilor Wickersham asked that
Frazer Peterson come before the Council and speak on the agenda item.

Peterson explained that the grant does not state that it needs to be engineered after going over
the grant with Chris Johnson at Idaho Aeronautics, he expressed that if the engineering could
be forgone then it would be more cost effective for the grant and closer to the amount that was
budgeted in the grant application. Masingill stated that he would like to look at the grant. For
safety purposes since it regards the Airport.

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Kee to
table Task Order #8 — Airport Lighting Improvements —
Keller Associates, Inc - $41,700 until the next meeting on
October 20", 2025.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

7. Task Order #9 — Sewer User Rate & Connection Fee Study — Keller Associates, Inc $17,700

Mayor Lopez stated the study aims to address issues with current billing practices. Sewer
charges are based on monthly water usage, leading to high bills for citizens using water for
watering lawns, which doesn't enter the sewer system. The goal is to explore alternative
methods, like billing based on winter average water usage, to potentially save citizens money
and ensure fair charges.

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Steiniker
to approve Task Order #9 — Sewer User Rate &
Connection Fee Study by Keller Associates, Inc for
$17,700.

Ayes: Wickersham, Steiniker, Kee, Patrick, Franklin
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

8. MOU for School Resource Officer — Payette School District

Councilor Steiniker asked Chief Marshall if the SRO services TVCA? Chief Marshall clarified
that the SRO primarily serves the four district campuses and only responds to Treasure Valley
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Classical Academy (TVCA) calls if dispatched, as TVCA does not have a dedicated SRO. He
committed to correcting any misinformation about serving five campuses. The Council
discussed making future MOU approvals contingent on significant changes rather than annual
re-approvals.

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Patrick
to approve the MOU for the School Resource Officer with
the Payette School District.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

9. Bid for City Shop/Streets Department —

Mayor Lopez spoke about a 80x60 ft steel building for the City Shop/Streets department. R&M
Steel would build it no more than $75,737, after tax exemption. The City plans to manage
subsequent phases, including bidding for erection and using City staff for concrete work, to
minimize costs. Payment will be made upon receipt of the building. Councilor Kee asked about
more comparable quotes. Mayor Lopez explained that this was the cheapest that could be
found.

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Kee to
approve the Bid for the City Shop/Streets Department in
the amount to not exceed $75,737.

Ayes: Patrick, Kee, Wickersham, Franklin, Steiniker
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

10. Authorize Payette Rural Fire to Pay Payette Fire Volunteer Wages-

Fire Chief Castenada proposed an arrangement where Rural Fire Department volunteers would
cover C-shift, with the Rural District directly paying their wages. The City would then deduct
these costs from what the Rural District owes the City for services. This aims to provide 24/7
coverage, align with City employee work hour limits, and save on the City's payroll budget.

Councilor Kee asked about how much that would roughly cost monthly? Castenada explained it
would be around $2,000. Councilor Kee also asked if there is a written agreement to reflect this
change? Castenada explained that there is a meeting to update the yearly agreement in a few
months and this will be added in. Masingill expressed that they can make a modification to the
current agreement.

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Franklin to
approve Payette Rural Fire to Pay Payette Fire Volunteer
Wages with the modification to the current Rural
agreement.
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After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

11. Contract with Masingill Law PA —
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Wickersham
to approve the contract with Masingill Law PA.

Ayes: Kee, Steiniker, Wickersham, Franklin, Steiniker
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

12. Discussion on Payette County Ambulance Building being built next to the Fire Station-

Discussion centered on a proposal to build the new Payette County Ambulance building on City-
owned land south of the existing Fire Station. Rather than the original Fruitland site, due to high
utility costs there. The ambulance service call volume has significantly increased from 2800-
2900 in 2020 to 4400 currently. Necessitating a larger facility with sleeping quarters for eight
staff and space for ambulances. The Mayor discussed the potential sale of approximately two
acres of City property currently used as a park and for water wells estimated $350,000 or a
trade involving waiving yearly dispatch fees. Concerns about traffic on Highway 95 and potential
impacts on the helipad were raised. The Council expressed interest in exploring this option
further, with the County commissioners needing to make a decision quickly due to ARPA
funding deadline at the end of 2026. The Mayor will gather property valuations and legal
information for a potential special meeting.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilor Frankling proposed an ordinance to ensure City Council meeting discourse remains
issue-focused and prevents personal attacks. Masingill also suggested as he has witnessed at
other Council meetings implementing a time limit for citizen comments.

Councilor Kee had questions about a citizen’s double water bill for the month of September.
Skelly explained that due to a meter replacement, the customer was charged base rates for
August and after the replacement her bill was corrected. Councilor Kee stated that one of his
neighbors asked about a storage container on Center Ave. Skelly explained that they have an
active encroachment permit. Councilor Kee also asked about the "Neighbors Helping
Neighbors" utility assistance program as he has a gentleman that contributes monthly and
wanted to know where the money is going. Skelly explained that there is a dedicated UB
assistance line item for the money to go that is then managed by WICAP. Councilor Kee also
asked who authorized $30 discounts on water bills. Mayor Lopez explained he authorized it for
residents in "book 16" due to flushing lines caused by dirty water, explaining it as a more
efficient solution than individual meter disconnections. Councilor Kee also asked that a memo
for City employees on election rules.

Councilor Wickersham stated “I just want to comment on a concern | had with Bancroft Park. It
doesn't really matter to me one way or the other, but | was the only person completely involved
with the design of that park from day one. | was head of the committee that designed it. | did the
grant and | have had no information from the contractor or the engineers. I've been completely
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uninvolved with it, and that concerns me a little bit because there are some things in that in
ground in that park that affects the rest of the downtown. But I'd like to go on record that | find it
concerning that | wasn't asked any questions involved with what to do with that park.” Mayor
Lopez responded “You were at the only negotiation meeting with Idaho Site Works.” Councilor
Wickersham stated, “I was there on the bid opening, but I've never been there on any of the
contractor talk.” Mayor Lopez responded, “You were there for the negotiation. That was that
meeting where we talked about cutting in order to bring it down to the bid, down to the amount
of money that we had.” Councilor Wickersham stated, “I guess my concern is are they being
built by design? Because without Holiday being the engineer overviewing that, | question some
of that. My concern is that | just think it's funny that the engineers haven't contacted the one guy
that knows something about.” Mayor Lopez stated “The engineers aren't figuring anything out in
design because the contractor is going to build it per design. Besides the adjustments that we
made, in that meeting that you attended, so you were well aware of what concessions.”

MAYORS COMMENTS

Mayor Lopez announced plans to explore creating a new "disadvantaged border community"
urban renewal district for downtown Payette after the Seneca district sunsets, aiming to fund
street and sidewalk improvements through local tax base growth.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 6:57pm.
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