MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

October 20%, 2025

A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Ray Wickersham, Lori Steiniker, Mike Kee, Bobbie Black and Jim Franklin

Members Absent: Kathy Patrick (excused)

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator; Eben & Rachel Masingill, City Attorneys;
Steve Castenada, Fire Chief; Deleice Ward, Library Director; Jamie
Couch, Streets Department; Kevin Petty, WWTP Supervisor; Sage
Mitchell, Administrative Assistant, and Sarah Skelly, Mayors Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Lopez.

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Lori Steiniker, 2420 Augusta Ave, spoke about a Mayoral Forum put on by Promote Payette to
be on October 29™, 2025 at 6:30pm. Followers will send in questions and they will pick some
from online and also audience questions. Steiniker handed out invitations to both Mayoral
Candidates Ray Wickersham and Daniel Lopez. Steiniker stated again that the debate would be
October 29", 2025 at 6:30pm at Payette High School Auditorium. Councilor Wickersham stated
“Pm not, this is a joke and I'm tired of it.”

Martha McGhee, 2614 Driftwood Dr., stated “We have a water issue again.” Mayor Lopez asked
“Has it been persistent or was it just a long time ago?” McGhee stated “Just today, it started this
morning.” It was explained to McGhee that the water department was conducting a City wide
flushing that was to be concluded that day.

Delice Ward, Payette Public Library, expressed that her employees are concerned because the
Payette Chamber of Commerce is unable to host a Halloween costume contest so the Payette
Public Library would like to host one on October 315, 2025 at 4:30pm with prizes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Kee to
approve the minutes of October 6%, 2025

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor Lopez spoke about the Payette Soil & Water and America 250 Idaho — Idaho’s Journey,
America’s Legacy.

Mayor Lopez explained that to be able to apply for the America 250 Idaho- Idaho’s Journey,
Americas Legacy grant there needs to be a plan to use the $2,500 for, and asked the Council to
think of some ideas as the deadline is December 315 to apply.

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

Councilor Black asked if the items highlighted in yellow were for the new budget year and Skelly
replied that yes, they were. Councilor Black asked “I did have a question then. On the Idaho
Press, it's in the new budget, but it was for the old budget. Masingill Law, it says
September/October. One should be in September and one should be in October. Young
Inspection, it can't be for the new budget year because we're not done with October yet, for him
to submit a bill.” Council Black then asked about the Life-Flight, she stated “I didn't know that we
were doing that. So, | guess if we could get some explanation or answers on that and what
we're doing.” Tate explained that the City was able to get a good rate for all employees,
spouses and dependents so they moved forward and signed up for the benefit with an annual
premium. Councilor Black asked about repayment to RCG for work done on 16™. Mayor Lopez
explained that the City had and agreement to pay him for his services on 16,

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by Kee
to approve payables in the amount of $439,780.60

Ayes: Wickersham, Steiniker, Kee, Franklin, Black
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

AGENDA ITEMS

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Kee to
amend the agenda and add the Payette County Sheriff —
Jail Bond to the first agenda item.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

1. Payette County Sherriff — Jail Bond —

Payette County Sherriff Andy Creech spoke about the Payette County Jail bond that will be on
the upcoming election ballot. Creech explained that with the help of jail planning and a citizen
committee they were able to work up a modular design for the jail that would be cost effective
and what they need. Creech explained that over the last three years the jail has failed its annual
inspections, due to over population. Creech went on to explain that the overpopulation of the jail
has led them to needing to do pre-trial release of around 300 felons due to the lack of room.
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Around 20% of the inmates in the jail are State inmates. Due to the age of the facility there have
been major plumbing issues, such as collapsed pipes that have cost thousands of dollars to fix.
Creech explained that again the overpopulation effects the security of the facility.

Councilor Wickersham asked if the State pays per inmate? Creech explained that its $55 per
day for the first seven days then $75 a day after that. Creech also explained that the State of
Idaho is working to revise the daily pay for State inmates. Creech explained that they are hoping
when the jail goes from 69-bed facility to a 230-bed facility, they would be able to take on more
inmates that could potentially bring in close to two million dollars to help offset operations and
pay the bond down early.

Councilor Franklin asked what circumstances would cause the jail to fail their yearly inspections.
Creech explained that overpopulation with individual and holding cells. Also, that a portion of the
jail needs to have a percentage of daylight.

Councilor Steiniker asked what would happen to the old jail if the County decided to build a new
jail? Creech stated that the commissioners have devised a three-phase plan; the first phase is
building the new jail facility, the second phase is building a court annex, and the third phase is
expanding the jail in the future.

Councilor Black asked if the dispatch would be moving as well if there was a new jail facility
built. Creech explained that he would like to keep dispatch and the jail staff together as much as
possible but if needed is willing to separate.

2. Task Order #8 — Airport Lighting Improvements — Keller Associates, Inc - $41,700

Justin Walker with Keller Associates spoke about the lighting improvements to be done at the
airport with the grant money. Walker expressed that there is some uncertainty of condition of the
wiring that runs the lighting and if it will need updated or if it is just changing out the lighting as
first proposed. Walker stated from an engineering stand point it could serve the City to put out to
bid a simple bid package for contractors for a required bid process. As the project progresses
the cost could be less if some items aren’t needed. Walker proposed that there is a basic
services task order written up, with evaluation of the existing infrastructure with an optional task
of upgrades if needed for the lighting. Councilor Franklin asked if the agenda item was moved to
the next meeting if Walker could have a revised task order. Walker agreed stating he expected
that to be what the Council would choose to do as he was giving an update and didn’t have a
revised task order to present.

3. Pay App #6 — 20" Street Reservoir — Tapani Inc - $171,511.57

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Black to
approve Pay App #6 for 20" Street Reservoir to Tapani Inc
for $171,511.57.

Ayes: Black, Wickersham, Steiniker, Kee, Franklin
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED
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4. Independent Contractor Agreement between Payette Fire & John Tyler Starr, MD -

5. Rural Fire Agreement —

A motion was made by Black and seconded by Franklin to
approve the Independent Contractor Agreement between
Payette Fire & John Tyler Starr, MD.

Ayes: Franklin, Black, Wickersham, Steiniker, Kee
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

Councilor Black asked Chief Castenada if the Rural Fire Department had seen the updated
agreement? Castenada responded that they have.

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Kee to
approve the Rural Fire Agreement.

Ayes: Kee, Wickersham, Black, Franklin, Steiniker
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

6. Allied Business Solutions Police & City Hall Copier Agreements —

Mayor Lopez stated he didn’t agree with leasing copiers and not just buying them outright but is
it the way the City has been doing and there aren’t enough funds to buy one outright. Masingill
stated he also leases from Allied for their copiers as well, it's a very common practice for

businesses.

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Black to
approve the Allied Business Solutions Police & City Hall
Copier Agreements.

Ayes: Kee, Steiniker, Franklin, Wickersham, Black
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

7. ORDINANCE 1571 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PAYETTE, IDAHO, AMENDING
THE PAYETTE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 12.05.070: BONDING REQUIRED OF TITLE
12 STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PARKS IN CHAPTER 12.05 ENCROACHMENT
PERMITS, TO INCREASE MINIMUM BOND REQUIRMENTS; SETTING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE; ALLOWING PUBLICATION IN SUMMARY FORM; ESTABLISHING SEVERABILITY;
ESTABLISHING A REPEALER. 1%t Reading
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After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

Mayor Lopez read Ordinance 1570 by title only.

Councilor Wickersham asked how far back the ordinance went back. Mayor Lopez stated around
1992. Mayor Lopez continued to explain that at the set $2,000 that is required now it doesn’t give
the City much if someone fails to do the work in the City right of way.

Councilor Steiniker asked about the wording on “12.05.070, the first line says all commercial
enterprises, including paving companies, general contractors, etc. So, | was just wondering if the
wording should include but not limited to.” Masingill explained that would be good to have in the
ordinance. Councilor Steiniker also asked, it states that the bond can be adjusted but can be
adjusted up or down? Mayor Lopez explained that as it reads it could be either. Mayor Lopez
explained that they can also bring in cash as the ordinance states if they wouldn’t like to get a
bond.

A motion was made by Franklin and seconded by Steiniker
to suspend the rules and pass Ordinance 1571 on its 1t
reading with the changes “including but not limited to under
12.05.70.”

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.

A motion was made by Franklin seconded by Wickersham
that Ordinance 1571 do pass.

Ayes: Black, Steiniker, Franklin, Wickersham, Kee
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

8. Personnel Building Inspector —

Councilor Black asked if the City should hold off on hiring since we are entering our slow time
for building or renegotiate with Young? Councilor Black also asked if there was a signed
agreement with Jones to pay back the money the City spent to get him certified to be a building
inspector? Mayor Lopez explained that it was verbal agreement and not a written so it would
cost more in legal fees to try and get back. Mayor Lopez also stated the City would like to hire a
certified building inspector to be able to continue with the current agreement with Young due to
him also servicing nine other municipalities. Mayor Lopez explained the current agreement with
Young is 50% on residential and 60% on commercial, and if able to get an employee in house
that is certified there is better quality and a chance for a renegotiation for less on Young’s
portion. Mayor Lopez stated as soon as the job description is finished it will be posted.

9. Discussion on Code Regarding Subdivision Streetlights —
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Councilor Kee stated that three other Cities have ordinances regarding subdivision streetlights,
one example being Eagle. In those Cities the Homeowners Association handles the bill and
maintenance on the streetlights. Mayor Lopez asked if the streetlights in the subdivisions are on
private property or on the right away? Councilor Kee stated he hadn’t asked that question when
doing research. Councilor Kee stated he had been trying to think of similar ordinances where
the City requires something and then becomes the responsibility of the homeowner or HOA.
Councilor Kee went on to mention sidewalks as an example of something required by the City
that is then maintained by the homeowners. Councilor Steiniker talked about the condition of the
sidewalks around town, being the citizen’s responsibility and not being taken care of.

Councilor Steiniker mentioned, “If we put the lights under the charge of the HOA, and we know
how hard it is for the HOA to collect dues and their lights aren't maintained and their subdivision
is dark, then what happens?” Councilor Kee explained that to enforce the maintenance of the
streetlights there would be an ordinance. Councilor Steiniker responded back that the City has
an ordinance on sidewalks and they still aren’t maintained. Masingill responded that it would be
best to have a remedy in the ordinance that states what is the consequence if the streetlights
are not maintained.

Councilor Black also explained there should be a indemnification clause, if the HOA does
undertake any sort of repairs, they need to indemnify the City so that the City is not held liable
for anything that they do, especially if they're assuming ownership there of the streetlights.
Masingill stated he would be happy to help write up an ordinance if there is a consensus from
the Council that they would like to move forward.

Skelly stated that currently the City/Streets Department gets a franchise fee check from Idaho
Power which goes into the budget to offset the cost of the streetlights that the City pays. What
will happen to that franchise fee that the City is currently getting now to offset the streetlights if
the Council starts making the subdivisions start paying for the streetlights. Masingill stated he
would like to see the franchise agreement. Skelly explained that the franchise agreement is
currently three percent of revenue.

10. Discussion on Purchasing Right of Way on 14" Ave N —

Mayor Lopez explained that based on how well the streets department did this year his goal is
to fix some of the old-time problems. Mayor Lopez stated he would like to send letters to home
owners on whether they would sell us the right away to see about widening 14" Ave N. Mayor
Lopez stated the long-term goal is to connect to North 2" St, but the road would need widened
before connecting. Councilor Black asked if there were other streets that might need it more?
Mayor Lopez explained that currently with it not being connected is that it is pushing all the
traffic to 10" so connecting those streets would give better access and break up the traffic and
make another entrance to the highway from River Street.

11. Discussion on Speed Bumps on City Streets
Mayor Lopez expressed that he was in Boise working over the last winter and they have speed

humps placed through some of their residential areas. Couch explained he put a speed bump in
on Uehlin Dr and the popularity wasn't great. There were also problems with the snow plow
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being able to go over it. Mayor Lopez explained that he believes it would be helpful around the
City to reduce the number of speeders, especially in the old grid square by Westside on side
streets. Mayor Lopez stated he would like to put a town hall together to talk it over with the
citizens to get their opinions. Couch stated that the speed humps would be a gradual up with a
flat top and gradual down, to slow people down but still be able to get the snow plows over
them. Councilor Steiniker asked if there would be signs for motorcycles? Mayor Lopez
responded that there would be signs adjacent to the speed bumps.

12. Resolution 2025-08 A RESOLUTION OF THE PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL ADJUSTING
SANITATION FEE RATES

Councilor Black stated “When looking at something else today, | found that the public hearing
was only for residential increases. Is that a problem? If we're raising residential and
commercial.” Mayor Lopez responded that the City does not control commercial rates only
residential. Councilor Black stated she looked back at old public hearing notices and they say
residential slash commercial. Masingill explained that they could be separated to be able to
pass the resolution and come back with a new commercial only resolution at the next meeting.
Councilor Black also brought up why is the commercial rates in the City fee schedule if we don’t
set the rates. Masingill stated that those can be taken out of the fee schedule if the City does
not set those rates. The resolution was tabled to the next meeting due to the wording of the
resolution needing changed.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilor Franklin requested the Planning and Zoning department to review Idaho Code 67-
6508 for comprehensive plan updates, including the revised impact area. Councilor Franklin
also discussed initiating a "competitively disadvantaged border community area" designation,
outlining criteria (minimum 40 acres, specific yet flexible plan) and suggesting the Urban
Renewal Board start the planning process.

Councilor Kee expressed concern over temporary mailbox setups at new apartments and
disappointment in City Council candidates misrepresenting the role of the City Council as an
"advisory board." Councilor Kee also raised concerns about a $15,500 water revenue refund to
homeowners without council discussion and substantial funds $250,000+ from enterprise funds
from water and wastewater being allocated to administration. Masingill interjected, advising that
such detailed discussions on past decisions or future agenda items must be placed on the
agenda for public transparency and open meeting law compliance.

Councilor Steiniker thanked the police department for their work on a recent sex offender
conviction. Councilor Steiniker also requested to add a discussion comparing 2024 and 2025
wages and percentage differences to the next meeting's agenda.

MAYORS COMMENTS

Mayor Lopez also expressed disappointment regarding candidate comments about the
Council's role. Mayor Lopez also clarified that the Mayor's role includes hiring, firing, and wage
increases. Mayor Lopez dispelled rumors that council members are prohibited from speaking
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with department heads, encouraging them to engage with department heads to better
understand operations and budgeting, suggesting visits to facilities like the sewer plant.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Steiniker to
adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 7:10pm.
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