MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Work Session & Regular Council Meeting
October 5, 2020
6:35 PM - WORK SESSION

Members Present. Mayor Williams, Mike Kee, Kathy Patrick, Daniel Lopez, Ray Wickersham, and
Lori Steiniker.

Members Absent: Kahlia Morin was excused

Staff Present: Mary Cordova; Nicki VanTuyl, Administrative Clerk and Bobbie Black, Deputy
City Clerk

1. Ron Shurtleff - Irrigation Systems in Payette

Shurtleff addressed the council regarding the irrigation systems in Payette. He stated he is the
Water Master of the Payette River, District 65. They are able to deliver all water that has been
deeded. His job is to follow the data and know what the river is capable of delivering naturally
and otherwise. Those who came to the valley first where allotted water as they saw fit. Those
shares will stay with the property as it sells. Now the state decides how much you should be able
to have.

In 1882 the Lower Payette Ditch was established. By 1888 it had been dug to 33 miles long
stretching East of New Plymouth to Weiser. There are 5 systems that serve the lower part of the
canal and 10 above the canal. In1927 urbanization of the area became a problem. With the
increase in population, if there were 3 or more users drawing water from one point the state then
recognized those water users as an association, commonly referred to as a lateral association.
These associations may organize however they want as long as it is in a friendly manner. They
are in charge of charge of Maintenance and servicing the ditch. The associations must keep the
service ditch in good working order, as to not damage property of any of the users of the shared
ditch. Each of the association work independent of each other. Each Association is required by
law to have a chair, vice chair and a secretary. They are to have one meeting a year to serve as
the annual meeting. At this meeting they are to discuss how the water will run for the upcoming
year.

Mr. Mayor stated that he is aware of some maintenance issues that fall on the irrigation
companies/ lateral associations, and asked what can the City do? Shurtleff stated that may
become a civil matter when / if water ends up where it does not belong causing damage,
essentially this may be seen as trespassing. Statutes related to irrigation have been developed
by the State. Shurtleff states “We have coasted on the way our forefathers developed the water
system for a long time. We have outdated systems and it is time for an upgrade / total remodel”.
Shurtleff added that we are headed in that direction already. He also acknowledged that the
Mapping and accuracy of the lines across Payette are not the most accurate. He suggested that
the City could create ordinances to force residents to map out the irrigation water within the City
limits.

Mr. Mayor: Believes that our street dept knows most of the people who run our local lateral
Association's as we have had to contact them in the past. Mr. Mayor then asked if we should use
those connections when problems arise. Shurtleff stated that we should be calling those
connections because that is their job to make sure that there is no damage done and that the
repairs that need to be done are done so.



Councilor Steiniker asked “What do you see us as a Council doing as the first step to make
things better?”

Shurtleff replied that you need to take the time to identify all the lateral associations within the
City limits. He suggested that someone within the City would need to take this on. He also
believes that this would help the irrigation associations and the City work better with each other.
Shurtleff stated that he believes that the City of Payette should entertain the idea of two master/
main irrigation heads for the whole City. He believes that it would add two full time jobs.

Councilmen Lopez, asked “does the City have the ability to take control of the lateral
associations?" Shurtleff stated he believes that it is doable. However, it is very expensive!

7:00 PM - Regular Council
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor
Williams in the Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mayor Williams, Mike Kee, Kathy Patrick, Daniel Lopez, Ray Wickersham, and
Lori Steiniker.

Members Absent;  Kahlia Morin was excused

Staff Present: Mary Cordova; John Plaza, Chief of Police; Dan Chadwick, City Attorney; Mike
Davis, City Engineer; Nicki VanTuyl, Administrative Clerk and Bobbie Black,
Deputy City Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Kee

CITZENS COMMENTS
None heard

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. 09-21-2020 Regular Council

A motion was made by Councilmen Lopez and seconded
by Councilwomen Patrick to approve the Regular Council
meeting minutes of September 21, 2020 as written.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED.
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Councilor Lopez to approve payables in the amount of
$353,886.64.

At the roll call
Ayes: Wickersham, Steiniker, Kee, Patrick and Lopez



Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

AGENDA ITEMS
1. Agenda Request — Jessica Deck- Pet Pig

Ms. Jessica Deck residing at 2067 1 Ave North Payette Id 83661, addressed the Council in
regard to her pet pig. She stated “that they just moved in and have a pet pig. The pig is turning 4
today. This not a hog or a wild animal she is part of our family.” Ms. Deck turned the floor over
to her father Tim Deck who resides at 17329 Hollow Rd Caldwell Id. He is spoke on his
daughter’s behalf. He stated "that the pig has been in the family for the past 4 years. This pig is
a service animal and that it is a valuable part of the family. Ms. Deck has one acre of land.
Typically, that pig is in the house and is potty trained. During the remodel portion they did have
the animal outside and it got loose and the City became involved. Bella the pig is seen as a
valuable part of the family helping the family cope with loss of family members.” Ms. Deck
passed pictures of her pig around to Council members.

Councilor Wickersham stated “that this is the hardest part of being on the Council.”

Councilor Lopez asked how the pig certifies as a service animal? Jessica stated that she is an
emotional support animal. City Attorney Chadwick added that per the ADA pigs/ swine cannot be
service animals. Councilor Lopez would like to see the ADA guidelines for what a service animal is.

Mr. Mayor stated that this has to be looked at from the City code side not just the ADA standards.

Ms. Deck mentions that she and her family moved here in May. She acknowledges that she did not
check the City code prior to when she moved in.

City Attorney: "does not matter where it lies within the code. The code States the Swine/ Pigs are not
allowed in the city limits. If the council seeks to change it, they would have to change the livestock
and exotic animal ordinance.” Mayor Williams added ff the Council decided to push for an ordinance
change the pig would have to be removed from the City until the ordinance decision was made.
Councilor Lopez agreed.

Councilor Lopez asked that if it is a registered emotional support animal is there recourse the City
could face? City Attorney Chadwick replied there are no recourses that the City could face since this
animal is an emotional support animal not a registered service dog.

Councilor Steiniker stated that she would like to see all ordinances enforced. States there is
something about a horse in the area. Mr. Mayor told her if you know about something please let the
enforcement officer know so that it may be addressed.

Councilor Kee stated that with the Billy goat issue they upheld the ordinance. Councilor Steiniker
asked what is the rational against the pig? Councilor Kee replied that pigs where not added to the
ordinance; they have always been there.

Councilor Lopez asked if is there a legal difference between a pet pig vs. Livestock? Mr. Mayor
replied that is not the question; the question is do we uphold our ordinance or do we allow for the
Deck family to try and change the ordinance.

City Attorney Chadwick suggested to have the Decks make an application to Planning and Zoning,
then remove the pig for the time being and go down the appropriate channels to try and get the
ordinance changed.



BOARD & COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Planning & Zoning — August 23, 2020

MAYORS COMMENTS
None

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Councilor Kee thanked staff for the information on irrigation and having Mr. Shurtleff explain the
process to the Council.

Status of the pool: 3 people being interviewed 10-6-2020.

Cordova informed the Council that State sales tax on the cart rentals will be starting next billing
cycle, and Hardin's is enacting a 1.3% increase to services as allowed through the Franchise
Agreement.

Councilor Steiniker asked what can the City do to get us out of the red. She is asked at the
school district level what the City is doing to help get out of the red.

Councilor Patrick stated that the senior center is open today. The food bank is handing out food
boxes again and the senior center is starting up.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Patrick to
adjourn.
After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the
motion CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 7:45 pm
Signed this _2{ day of October 2020.
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Administrative Clerk



