MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting

November 3, 2025

TOUR OF WATER RESERVOIR

Mayor Lopez, Councilor Kee, Councilor Wickersham, Councilor Black, Councilor Steiniker, and
Councilor Patrick attended a short tour of the new 20" Street Reservoir prior to the beginning of
the Council meeting.

A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mayor Lopez in
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Ray Wickersham, Lori Steiniker, Bobbie Black, Kathy Patrick and Jim
Franklin and Mike Kee

Members Absent:

Staff Present: David Tate, City Administrator; Eben & Rachel Masingill, City Attorneys;
Deleice Ward, Co-Library Director; Jacob Hust, Water Supervisor, Jake
Ruiz, Water Department; Kevin Petty, WWTP Supervisor; Kashlee
Mendiola, Sage Mitchell, Administrative Assistants, and Sarah Skelly,
Mayors Clerk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Dan Shepherd.

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Margie Barnett, lives at 1660 15! Avenue South. People often use the canal road as a shortcut
from First Avenue to Highway 52 to avoid the light, and they tend to speed through the area.
There was some discussion about whether the issue falls under the canal district's
responsibility.

Maren Green, lives at 1637 2nd Avenue South. The issue began when a resident across the
highway had her children catching the bus in front of their home. Someone mentioned nearly
hitting the bus, which raised concerns about how fast drivers are going, especially if they can't
see a large yellow school bus. Green pointed out that she must make a left-hand turn in that
same area and worries that her small tan car might be even harder to spot. There was also
mention of a bus stop on 2nd Avenue South, where drivers tend to speed around the corner.
There's interest in addressing both areas with increased enforcement and signage to improve
safety.

Laura Gathrite, lives at1625 2nd Avenue South. Gathrite expressed concern about speeding on
Highway 52. Three vehicles have crashed through their yard and neighboring properties. The
area is a common route for children walking to and from school, and despite posted speed limits
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and a stop sign, drivers continue to go too fast. She is asking for an officer to monitor the area
to help assess the problem and prevent future accidents, especially before a child gets hurt.

Monty Green, lives at 1637 2nd Avenue South. Green expressed concern about speeding near
the bridge, where several accidents occurred last winter. Their rental trailer sits close to the
road, and one vehicle came within eight feet of a bedroom. Raising serious safety concerns.
They're interested in placing cement barriers near the sidewalk to protect the property and want
to know if the City would allow or assist with that, including who would cover the cost. To
address the issue, Mayor Lopez plans to contact ITD about lowering the speed limit around the
corner to 25 mph and suggested periodic speed enforcement to help slow traffic. He also
mentioned coordinating efforts with the irrigation district to tackle multiple safety concerns in the
area.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilor Kee talked about the discussion regarding adjusting sanitation fee rates,
which was ultimately tabled due to errors in the resolution text. The discussion included
points about residential versus commercial rates not being in the public hearing notice.

A motion was made by Steiniker and seconded by Black
to approve the Public Hearing and Reguilar Council
minutes of October 20th, 2025 with the corrections to the
Hardin Resolution.

The motion CARRIED

APPROVAL OF PAYABLES

A motion was made by Wickersham and seconded by
Black to approve payables in the amount of $708,131.02

Ayes: Wickersham, Steiniker, Kee, Patrick, Franklin, Black
Nays: None
The motion CARRIED

AGENDA ITEMS

1. Discussion Requested by Councilor Kee - on evaluating how payroll expenditures for
the Legislative, Executive, and Administrative Departments have been & are funded
through enterprise funds, ensuring proper allocation, compliance, and fiscal
accountability.

Councilor Kee clarified that their intent was to discuss how much money is being drawn from
enterprise funds for administrative costs, not to revisit water rate increases. Councilor Steiniker
recalled a previous meeting where concerns were raised about enterprise fund spending and its
connection to rates. Mayor Lopez then decided to combine agenda items one and two for
further discussion.

2. Discussion Requested by Councilor Kee — Review and Use of Enterprise Funds
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Councilor Kee expressed concern about the increasing amount of administrative payroll
expenditures being funded through enterprise funds (water and wastewater) rather than the
general fund. He noted that water rates had increased by 160% and wastewater rates by 80%
over the last three years to fund infrastructure projects. He highlighted a $40,000 increase this
year in annual transfers from water/wastewater to the general fund for administration.
Additionally, two administrative employees, previously split across funds, are now 100% paid
from the water fund and wastewater fund respectively, totaling approximately $200,000 from
each fund towards administration. He questioned if this allocation was reasonable.

Councilor Steiniker presented research dating back to 2013, showing that past councilors and
their benefits were improperly paid from enterprise funds, which is against public doctrine. She
stated that this practice has been corrected by moving legislative branch payments to the
general fund, and current administrative allocations help balance costs and ensure
transparency. Mayor Lopez clarified that the two fully funded employees are utility billing clerks
whose primary job functions (customer service, billing, utility reports) directly relate to water and
wastewater, justifying their 100% allocation to enterprise funds based on workload.

3. Discussion Requested by Councilor Kee — Council Participation in Policy Decisions

Councilor Kee argued that the council was excluded from significant policy decisions, citing two
examples: A $4,300 payment for LifeFlight employee benefits was made without council
discussion, despite benefits falling under council policy. Mayor Lopez authorized $30 credits to
nearly 300 households (totaling $15,000-$16,000 in uncollected revenue) for persistent water
quality issues without council input. Mayor defended these actions, citing efficiency and
adherence to the purchasing policy for LifeFlight, and the need for a swift solution to address
the long-standing water quality problem for the refunds. Eben Masingill, the city attorney,
debated the distinction between "policy" (council's role) and "executive action" (Mayor's role). It
was suggested that the council could create an ordinance to define clearer parameters (specific
dollar thresholds or number of affected citizens) for decisions that require full council input,
thereby preventing future ambiguities and clarifying responsibilities.

4. Discussion Requested by Councilor Kee — Streaming of City Council Meetings

Councilor Kee requested the live streaming for council meetings. Mayor Lopez explained that
the current audio system is inadequate for streaming; without proper directional microphones,
participants speaking away from the mics are inaudible, making streaming ineffective. Councilor
Kee proposed simple solutions like using an iPhone on a tripod. There was mention of other
platforms like Facebook Live or YouTube. Mayor Lopez stated that streaming is not legally
required. Mayor Lopez also highlighted current technological limitations and budget constraints.
He indicated a long-term goal to implement streaming but emphasized the need for budget
allocation for proper equipment first. He also noted that "Living in the News" currently records
and streams meetings, temporarily filling the gap. Councilor Kee requested a timeline for setting
a budget for this technology.

COUNCIL COMMENT

Councilor Kee requested future agenda items including the franchise agreement with Hardin
and a discussion on a clear policy for council comments. Councilor Black inquired about the
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airport lighting task order, which is waiting on the engineer's updated order. Mayor Lopez stated
that paying off the reservoir bond would be considered after the audit.

MAYORS COMMENTS

Mayor Lopez | got to go hunting for the first time in eight years, and | got a bull.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Kee and seconded by Steiniker to
adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED, and the Council adjourned at 6:23pm.
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