MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Special Meeting
January 08, 2018

5:00 PM — Special Meeting

A special meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 5:00 PM by Mayor Jeff
Williams in the City Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mayor Williams, Vonnie Paul, Alan Massey, Craig Jensen, Kathy Patrick,
Ray Wickersham, and Kathy Dodson.

Members Absent: None

Staff Present; Mark Clark, Chief of Police; John Plaza, Captain; Gary Marshall, Lieutenant;
Doug Argo, City Engineer; Steve Castenada, Fire Chief; Jamie Couch,
Street/Park Supervisor; Jake Hust, Water Supervisor; Bobbie Black, Deputy
City Clerk

Mayor stated he received a call from Chief Castenada about a fatal house fire. It is his opinion
when talked about budgets; public safety was always a very high priority. It is his intention that this
meeting will be educational. When he was informed about the fire hydrants, he asked two
questions, why and are there other hydrants that could fail. The Mayor stated that all hydrants in
the City have been checked.

Hust addressed the Council. He read a letter about drain holes not operating properly and that
hydrants are designed to drain. He stated he applied heat to the hydrant that failed and got it fully
operational. Hust stated that when checking the hydrants, a few had water in the barrel and they
have been monitoring them. One hydrant that continued to fill and will be replaced Wednesday.
Each hydrant is flushed once each year to lessen the dirty water calls. If a hydrant is found to have
a deficiency it is repaired or replaced. Water line upgrades also include hydrant upgrades.

Mayor asked Chief Castenada what the standard protocol is if a hydrant does not work, he stated
the fire department goes to the next hydrant. Couch stated the distance from a sign by the hydrant
has also been fixed. Hust stated the one that did not work was not on the replacement list, and the
one that did work is scheduled to be replaced. Mayor asked Hust if he knew why this one did not
work. Hust stated several scenarios as to what might have caused this. Paul asked what the
typical life cycle of a hydrant is. Hust stated 50 years if properly maintained. Paul asked if this was
the same thing that happened at the Heleker fire and Hust stated no, it was the main line valve
only being half way opened. She has data that says life of a hydrant is 20 years. Wickersham
asked if there is not a way to see if the hydrant is draining properly. Hust stated they will start
checking in the fall each year to see if each hydrant has drained properly before any frost or
freezing conditions. Jensen asked if that will limit them from freezing, Hust stated if no water is in
the barrel, they will not freeze. Paul asked if he has an inventory of the age of every hydrant. Hust
stated no, they are compiling a list. Paul asked about maintenance reports, and Hust stated he
keeps flushing records and if there are issues, it goes on a report. Mayor asked who requires this
and Hust stated EPA and DEQ. Massey asked if they are keeping a list of the hydrants they flush
and Hust stated yes. Massey asked about maintenance on hydrants, and Hust stated they only do
maintenance if water has flowed through it. Paul asked if we know what size of line goes to each
hydrant in town. She asked if it wouldn’t be proactive to analyze if the water line is proper size for
density of the area. Hust stated he could budget for it. Mayor stated the Urban Renewal asked for
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improvement in their area. Argo stated the water department lost three hydrants due to the project
of the Urban Renewal. He stated what the water department is doing is standard practice, adding
that step in is above and beyond what needs to be done. Paul stated we are Payette, we should go
above and beyond. Argo stated this isn’t a deficiency. Dodson stated the elephant in the room is
that the hydrant was flushed last year and didn’t work. Hust stated that is not correct, the hydrant
did work last year.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Eric Saenz, 1836 1% Avenue South, addressed the Council. He stated the Fire Department and
Police Department did a wonderful job. They went above and beyond. He has not heard
anything about pressure testing. Argo stated they are, but not every single one. He stated the
recommendation is every five years. Saenz did request the records and handed them to the
audience. He also has flushing records, 249 hydrant has the wrong number, it should be 248.
He asked if these are the only records they have and Hust stated yes, fire rating is when those
records were started. Saenz stated there is very minimal information on the reports. To him for a
safety level, they are incomplete and unacceptable. It just tells him that they are just flushed and
Hust stated yes that is what they are. Saenz said that Argo is the engineer and asked about
records for the flow testing. Castenada stated he only flow tests for the fire rating. When they
come in and rate the City, they pick hydrants around town to perform this rating. Hust stated the
water master plan is to be reviewed. Saenz stated he would be fine to pay extra $50 on his
water bill to get an independent contractor to analyze our water system. Mayor read a portion of
the statement from the State Fire Marshal’s office regarding the fire. Saenz stated retention on
hydrant maintenance needs to be described with more information.

Keith Thompson, 75 N. lowa Avenue, addressed the Council. He stated they were good
friends with the Skelly’s and even went to their wedding. When he was employed with the Morris
Knudson Company, he was taught that what happened could never happen. The system is dry;
it cannot have water in it.

Don Crownover, 1839 1% Avenue South, addressed the Council. He lives directly across from
the hydrant that failed. He has experience with fire as Chief in Klamath Falls. He stated you
have to turn a couple times on the closed drain value and then the rest of the turns opens the
values. If you don’t turn all the way, it doesn't close the hydrant all the way. He stated the fire
department did a good stop when they got water. Hust stated when they flush, they use a 2"
gate value, when opening and closing the hydrant. When operating with just a plug wrench you
stand a chance of damaging pipes. Hust went through procedures that they use.

James Taylor, 1835 1% Avenue South, addressed the Council. He thanked the Mayor for
having the meeting. He expressed thanks for the fire department and police department. When
the hose didn't work, it was the neighbors and police officers helping the fire department with
taking the hose up the hill. He has some suggestions for the water department, what matters to
him is keeping his neighbors safe. It is our problem as a town. He asked if the hydrant had been
checked after flushing.

Dave McGehee, 3034 Killebrew Drive, addressed the Council. He asked Hust how long have
they been flushing the hydrants. Hust stated about 6-7 years. McGehee stated they are doing a
good job, before that they were scared to open them due to sending bad water to the cannery.
He stated when flushing hydrants, sometimes pebbles come out, could be possibly a pebble
that came out of weep hole. The City is heading down the right road.
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Hust was asked if system is gravity or pump fed, Hust stated it depends on what neighborhood
you are in. Argo stated whole system is gravity. Downtown has 55 Ibs. of pressure, and up on
hill there is 65 Ibs. of pressure.

Mayor stated that this might be a good time to discuss the replacement of the fifteen hydrants in
the budget. He asked if we want this to go out for bids to get this accomplished now.
Wickersham stated he would like to see the existing hydrants inspected to make sure that there
is no water in hydrants. Wickersham asked Chief Castenada if they still have the program to
install smoke detectors and battery replacement. He stated yes.

Keith Thompson asked about the CO2 detector placement and he has read it is supposed to be
no higher than five feet. Chief stated it can be placed 12" from ceiling per code.

Jensen asked Hust if he would like to see someone else replace the hydrants as soon as
possible. Hust stated they would be able to get completed faster than his crew could do.

Eric Saenz asked if we could get third party testing on the water system. Hust stated they are
due for an update to the water master plan and could recommend that more hydrants are flowed
during that process. Castenada stated the City is due for new rating in 2019.

Jensen made a motion to obtain bids to replace
the fifteen hydrants in the budget. The motion was
seconded by Wickersham.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the
motion CARRIED.

Paul made a motion to conduct a study by a third
party and inspect our water system infrastructure.

Paul withdrew her motion.

Mayor stated this needs to be addressed in a council work session. Mr. Saenz stated this is
being discounted by not doing this study.

Cleo Thompson, 75 N. lowa Avenue, addressed the Council. She stated you need to let the
citizens know when you get together and decide what your plan is. Let the citizens know why the
water bill is going up. Mayor stated any increase of 5% or more has to have a public hearing.
She stated everyone reads the water bills and that is the best place to put information.

Christina Morelock, 169 S. 19" Street, addressed the Council. She stated that the Skelly’s were
her grandparents. On behalf of her family, she thanked the Council for taking this matter
seriously. She is proud to be a citizen of Payette. There is nothing that could have been done in
this situation. She does know of a lot of citizens that are checking their smoke detectors. She
thanked the Council for their dedication.

Paul asked Hust if the goal is to flush all the hydrants once a year. Paul stated from the report
that it shows 74 hydrants were done in the Fall and 124 hydrants in the Spring for a total of 198
hydrants. We have more than that. Hust stated there are certain hydrants that can’t be flowed
due to washing out neighbor’s driveways, but they are tested and documented. Paul stated it
seems like a lot of unchecked hydrants. Hust stated he would have to count the ones he can't
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flush. Eric Saenz asked why the water truck can’t be used to flush the ones that wash out the

neighbors.

MAYOR COMMENTS
None

ADJOURNMENT

ATTEST:

_ b br ok

A motion was made Jensen and Patrick to adjourn the
special meeting at 6:10 PM.

After a voice vote by the Council, the motion CARRIED.

Signed this 16th day of January, 2018
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Bobbie Black
Deputy City Clerk
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