MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Public Hearing & Special Council Meeting
July 30, 2018

A special meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Jeffrey
T. Williams in the City Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Mayor Williams, Kathy Patrick, Alan Massey, Kathy Dodson, Ray
Wickersham, Vonnie Paul and Craig Jensen.

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Mary Cordova; Clay Ritter, Library Director; Steve Castenada, Fire Chief;
Mark Clark, Chief of Police; Jake Hust, Water Superintendent; Jamie
Couch, Street Superintendent; Ed Franek, Shop Mechanic; and Bobbie
Black, Deputy City Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Payette will hold a public hearing for consideration of the proposed budget and the
use of the City’s foregone levying authority for the fiscal period October 1, 2018 to September
30, 2019 pursuant to the provision of Section 50-1002, Idaho Code.

The Mayor stated our sole purpose is to have a public hearing for our FY 19 Budget. Cordova
presented a presentation on the budget and what each department has in the tentative budget.
She stated this is a tentative budget and no cuts have been made yet, it is the initial stages. In
2018 we had the lowest levy rate we have had in 30 years. Cordova stated we have a 4.89%
increase in property values. The budget has a big expense and one is workman’s comp by
31%, no services or programs have been cut. Cordova went over what the Council’s vision is
and why certain projects are in the budget. The tentative budget for health insurance is 25%
increase and believes it will be 10% lower than what is in the tentative budget, Persi retirement
also will be going up next year. The audience asked questions regarding health insurance and
tax levy rates versus other surrounding towns. Cordova stated we have more amenities like a
pool, airport and library, which other surrounding cities do not have. It was asked if anything was
taken in consideration that the school district is going for a bond. Cordova stated the last time
we used our foregone was in 2009 for the road by Albertsons. The audience was allowed to
asked questions in general about the budget that were answered by Cordova. It was asked if
there are any other tax levies that might be going away, and Cordova stated that is up to the
Council as far as what services are provided. Nancy Dale stated she would like to see use
foregone instead of using our unencumbered. Reserves should be kept between 25% and 30%
for operating. Discussion followed on the golf course lease. FY19 budget on a $150,000 home
after talking home owner’s exemption, $891.00 taxes, about a 26% difference from last year.
Cordova was asked if that levy rate would stay if we took the foregone money. Cordova stated
there will be a public hearing on August 20" for the use of the foregone money.

Mayor stated it is the Council’s decision on how to spend money for the budget. He stated that
our citizens like having a library, parks and pool and don’t want those to go away.
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Gary Youngberg, 2091 Shelley Drive, addressed the Council. He stated he wanted to
understand. His concern is from 2017, there is a 1 ¥ million jump and seems to jump each
year. Why the big jumps? Asked what is the point of not taking the 3% each year and having
the foregone built up. Asked how much is in the foregone piggy bank, and Cordova stated
$599,854. If we spread over several years, the levy rate would not go up so fast.

Sonja Strong, 1323 N. 6" Street, addressed the Council. She asked about the wish list for the
departments and what the departments really need. At the next meeting she would like to see a
very specific list of what the foregone will be used for.

Duane Youngberg, 11175 Payette Heights Road, addressed the Council. He would like to
thank the Council on bringing the budget over the years under control. He pays about $10,000
in property taxes and the 26% scares him. We need to think about our want list.

Breanna Cameron, 2520 Vista Avenue, addressed the Council. We didn’t move here for the
parks or the pool, but the proximity of her husband'’s job. Her taxes are about $3,000 a year
now. She has to budget her expenses and city should do the same. Regarding the pool, it cost
her more to use the pool where she came from. Might generate more income by increasing
swim lesson fees.

Bruce DeGraf, 1122 2" Ave. South, addressed the Council. Would like to piggyback on what
has already been said. Would like to have a clarification on using foregone before we have
identified what projects are on the table. Dodson stated we had detailed budgets for each
department when adopting the tentative budget, it is just not listed tonight’s notice. Jensen
stated we probably should have had that public hearing on foregone before this public hearing.

Howard Long, 1839 1%t Avenue North, addressed the Council. He wanted the statement on the
wall read. The Mayor read it to the audience. Having a 27% increase this year and 30%
increase next year is not a way to attract businesses. If the taxpayer’s knew and had a way to
vote on that increase, it would be voted down. Raising taxes is on the back of low income
population. He did want to congratulate the city on the services provided to the citizens,
however you meant the desire of the city. You are not about a wish list, you are about the
desires of the citizens.

Herb Meyer, 2170 Bonnie Drive, addressed the Council. Two points he wants to make, one is
the power to tax, is the power to destroy, second point is he is originally from lowa and they had
a huge property tax increase one year and he saw three elderly women in tears due to thinking
they might now have to move.

Michelle Brown, 520 S. 18" Street, addressed the Council. She stated it is worrisome, and she
is worried about the school bond coming in at the same time. She does not want the community
to be pitting against each other, doesn’t want to balance budget using foregone funds, would
like to see projects. We can'’t vote on this for the city, like the school bond. Good luck she has
faith in all of us.

Scott McDonald, 1012 1%t Ave. South. When he has problems with budgets and doesn’t have
the money, he has to cut his budget. He doesn't like to see property tax raised, there has to be
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away. You have to cut something to not raise property tax. There is a lot of entitlement and
will be hard for some people to make it. He always has to make decisions on what might have
to goif he doesn’t have the money. If things have to go, so be it. We get in a cycle of spending
money and we have to find a way to fix it. He could afford to buy a house here that is why he
moved here. He doesn’t want to get back in that position.

Louise Wingert, 538 Highland Drive, address the Council. She stated we all want the same
thing as everyone else. We want people to come to our community and if taxes are too high
they won’t come. She is a senior and lives on a fixed income. She wants to see our community
grow. People can buy here for a reasonable amount, but if raise taxes they won’t come. We all
want something that will work for the majority of the people. There is a park by Highland that no
one uses; no one even knows that it is there. Mayor stated he believes it is private property, but
we take care of it.

Wickersham wanted to thank the audience for attending, this is the best turn out we have had.

Paul encouraged everyone to get the presentation tonight and let the Council know what
projects are important and what projects are not.

Duane Youngberg stated the budget was prepared on what the department head needs, did
they ask what they need. Massey stated they did go over the budgets with the department
heads and one of the things that they appreciate is the citizens telling the Council what projects
they would like to see completed. We all know we will be cutting the budget, just don’t know
what will be cut now.

Jensen stated that not all the Council voted for the tentative budget, he was one that did not.
We will do what we can do to not use foregone as part of our budget.

A citizen stated her concern with using the foregone, is that the next year another 3% is added.
She was told that it has to be used for capital expenditures.

A citizen stated that everyone has the options to use the pool or library, asked what percentage
owns a home or if the home is being rented. Dodson stated the landlord does not get
homeowners exemption if the home is rented.

Sonja Strong asked if something major happens with the sewer plant, and we use the foregone
now; there is nowhere to go get the funds to fix the problem. Mayor stated the reserves in the
water and sewer are okay and we can’t use tax money for enterprise funds.

A very loud man in the audience stated foregone does not exist in a family budget, how does it
exist in government business.

There was a statement that if the pool was gone, there may be a time that that might have to go.
If it becomes more expensive, then it might have to go.

A citizen stated if you lay all that new tax on the landlord, and they have 70 rental properties,
they will have to go somewhere else to live.
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS
None

ADJOURN

ATTEST:

bty Plod

A motion was made by Jensen and seconded by Paul to
adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED and the Council adjourned at 7:55 PM

Signed this % day of August, 2018
/;\ i ——

“Wiayor Je#rgy T. Williams

Z

Bobbie Black
Deputy City Clerk
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