MINUTES
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL
Special Council Meeting

July 09, 2018

12:00 PM - Special Meeting

A special meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 12:01PM by Mayor Jeffrey

T. Williams in the City Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue.

ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Mayor Williams, Vonnie Paul, Kathy Patrick, Alan Massey, Kathy Dodson,

Ray Wickersham and Craig Jensen.

Members Absent: None
Staff Present: Mary Cordova; Clay Ritter, Library Director, and Denise Rueschhoff,

Administrative Assistant.

AGENDA ITEMS

1.

Resolution 2018-08 — A Resolution Requesting that the Payette County Commissioners
Exclude the City of Payette from the Proposed Payette County Library District

Ritter, Library Director, addressed the Council. He stated that any resolution made today is
not permanent. He stated that changes may be made at a later date. If the vote passes,
Payette County Commissioners will appoint a library district board. Massey asked if this
would take over our City Library. Ritter stated that no, that would not happen because the
City owns our Library, including the building and the collection of materials. The Mayor
asked about the proposed district thinking that all of our property would belong to them.
Ritter stated that the proposed library district would need to set up their own budget, building
and collections. Ritter is concerned about how the vote is done. It is spelled out in code how
it would be on the ballot and the funding and levy are not addressed. It would have to be
decided by Council whether or not to participate in the future with buildings or collections.
Ritter stated that normally, negotiations with a City Council take place before an independent
library district is started. That did not take place in this situation. Wickersham asked about
the direction of the current City Library Board. Ritter feels that they are in a “wait and see”
attitude. In Ritter's personal opinion, the best place a library district would build a new
building is in Fruitiand. Dodson stated that she does not feel patron numbers would suffer
due to another location because of foot traffic. Jensen stated that there should have been
more negotiation with the City. Jensen stated that he is concerned about the citizens’
perceptions that they are not able to vote. Paul stated that she has concerns regarding
double taxation to the citizens of Payette for the building levy and district. Jensen stated that
if we make our case for keeping our Library, the citizens will back it. Ritter restated that the
ballot basically only asks "do you want a library?” Mayor stated that he does not want to
deprive anyone of making their own decision but does not want to take away assets that the
City and citizens’ have developed. He stated that if traction is gained outside of the City, the
question could be revisited. Payette City citizens would not vote on the proposed library
district if the Council sends the resolution to not participate and we would not lose our Library
facilities. Ritter stated that in the future, Payette City could join the library district. Massey
asked about the closing of our library. Ritter stated that our Library would only be affected if
we choose to be a part of the initial district. He stated that if we do the resolution to not be a
part of the district, our Library will remain as it is. Wickersham stated that most of what he
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has heard is about not being part of our Library rather than saving our taxpayers’ money. It
was stated by several members that we need to protect our Library.

A motion was made by Massey and seconded by
Wickersham to pass Resolution 2018-08 to Request that the
Payette County Commissioners Exclude the City of Payette
from the Proposed Payette County Library District.

At the roll call:
Ayes: Paul, Patrick, Dodson, Massey and Wickersham
Nays: Jensen

The motion CARRIED.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS
The Mayor reminded the Council about the meeting at 5:30 tonight.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Massey and seconded by
Wickersham to adjourn.

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion
CARRIED and the Council adjourned at 12:37PM

Signed this \Y"~day of July, 2018

T S e
Mayof Jeffrey T-Wiliams

(

Denise Rueschhoff
Administrative Assistant
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